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Emergency Only For 

Punjab: 

Hitlerian Tactics says Lt. Gen. 

J.S. Aurora 


(From our special correspondent) 


F urther decline of Democ- 
racy in Punjab is a devel- 
opment which stares at the 
face of every democratic minded 
citizen. The way 59th Constitu- 
tional Amendment is being 
rammed through is a course of 
oncern of all and enlightened cit- 
_ens of India. 

Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora (retd.) while 
speaking in the Rajya Sabha 
brought out the issues involved in 
a poignant manner. He said: 

In July, 1986 when I had the 
honou r to address this august 
House for the first time the subject 
was "Situation in Punjab." I had 
said then that you have to win the 
battle of the mind, bullets will not 
succeed. But the Government has 
paid no attention to it. With 
single-minded determination it has 
followed the course of suppression 
without any let-up. When Barnala 
Government could not carry out 
this unimaginative suppressive 
policy to the satisfaction of the 
Centre it was over-thrown and 
President's rule was reimposed. 
Now that President’s rule has also 
miserably failed, a recourse to 
emergency path is being sought. 
In spite of the fact that your proven 
instruments of oppression, the 
Governor Ray -and super cop 
Ribeiro have practically accepted 
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defeat and they said that it is not 
possible because it is not a law 
and order problem it is more a 
political problem, you have 
decided to take recourse to the 
ultimate step of state terrorism. 

Nature of Problem 

T he Government is wearing 
blinkers. It refuses to see 
what is apparent to the 
whole of India that its incompe- 
tence to comprehend the true 
nature of the problem is the cause 
of its failure and not only chinks or 
loopholes in the 22 or 23 suppres- 
sive measures that it has already 
passed. More than the lack of 
proper appreciation of the prob- 
lem, it has the lack of honesty and 
morality in the governance which 
has cost the Government its cap- 
ability. It has proved that it cannot 
be trusted. It has failed to fulfil its 
promises. It has failed to punish 
the guilty. It has shown no respect 
for the law of the land which is its 
responsibility to upheld. 


Today thousands of people are 
incarcerated in jails under false 
pretences and without trial. What 
is more, its law keeping forces are 
thoroughly corrupt and lack cour- 
age or sense of discipline. Last 
week when there was a glimmer 
of political initiative, I welcomed it 
in spite of the rather odd manner 
in which this initiative was taken 
when the previous ones with much 
more chances of success had 
been jettisoned. I had said then 
that any political initiative was wel- 
come so long as the Government 
was sincere to solve the political 
problem in a political manner. But 
I am sorry to say that sincerity was 
a big question mark and I am even 
sorry to add now that any doubt I 
had has been removed and the 
lack of sincerity is completely 
exposed. As usual, it turned out to 
be a gimmick or maybe, there is 
no firm policy and the Government 
is working on ad hocism. 

It certainly Is most reluctant 



to discuss it, any solution that 
they have, with the Opposition. 
I cannot say if It is discussed 
within the party or the Cabinet 
before hand to gauge the 


impact of the political initiative 
on public. The Home Minister 
administered it a death blow by 
bringing in this new amendment 

(Continued on page 4) 


I feel with this amendment to the Amendment 
Bill the Government has identified the Jews of 
India. Your tactics seems to be totally Hitelrian. 
But I would like to warn the public in general that 
there are others who may suffer the same fate. 
Therefore, when they say that they are only 
restricting it to the Punjab this time, please do not 
get away with the idea that you will not be a suf- 
ferer one of these days and, maybe, that may 
come very soon. 


THE GULF IN THE TRADE GAP 


India's exports have consistently 
disappointed while imports have 
soared. Leaving aside two small 
surpluses in 1973 and 1977, the 
trade deficit has steadily widened. 

In 1986 exports totalled 
US$8. 536-billion and the trade 
deficit amounted to US$6,771- 
billion. Its share of world exports 
is now 0.4 per cent compared with 
2.4 per cent in 1 949. 

The Middle East is one market 
which India's exporters have failed 
to penetrate. 

In 1955, when the combined 
imports of Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 
the Gulf states and North and 
South Yemen totalled about 
US$1 4-biJlion, India’s exports to 
these countries amounted to 


US$45-mil!ion - 3.3 per cent of 
total. Two decades later, when the 
imports totalled US$27-billion, 
India's sharewas US$694-million 
- a decline to 2.6 per cent of the 
total, between 1975 and 1985 - a 
period of rapid development in the 
Middle East - India's share fell to 
one per cent. 

The failure to capture the Middle 
East market was acknowledged in 
1981, when the then commerce 
minister, Pranab Mukherjee, told 
the Indian parliament that although 
there had "been an increase in our 
exports (in absolute terms) to 
these countries during the past 
few years, our share in the total 
imports of these countries is very 
small. Because of marketing and 
other infrastructural advantages, 
the exporters of industrial coun- 


tries continue to dominate Opec 
markets". 

Despite its proximity to the 
Middle East and traditional cultural 
and trading links with the region, 
India's bid to capitalise these mar- 
kets has been a story of lost 
opportunities. 


With large pool of skilled labour 
and a relatively sound industrial 
base, India was always in a com- 
fortable position to meet the 
diverse requirements of the region. 
But because of its large domestic 
market, Indian business has never 
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Cartoons of the Fortnight 




It is a shame. Imagine the Chair 
man t*f the House taking an inde 
pendent decision 



Sound and Fury 

At this stage I can not say whether I stand for Khalistan or for the Indian 
Constitution. 

-BHAI JASBIR SINGH RODE. Jathedar of the Akal Takht 

Give me the stenguns and I will go to Punjab, I cannot go with the trishul. 
-BAI THACKERY. Shiv Sena Chief 

Why should anyone assume that the Press and the government are 
adversaries? 

-RAJIV GANDHI. Prime Minister 

If any enterprise is run on the line that the Government of India is run, 
it would go into liquidation. 

-NANI PALKHIVALA, eminent lawyer 

I am a doctor. So even if I do not join a political party, I can always 
serve the people by working among them as a medical practitioner. 
-CHINTA MOHAN, former Telugu Desam MP, after resigning from the 
Lok Sabha 

I do not believe in group politics. Thus, I am in a better position to assim- 
ilate all the groups. 

-BHAGWAT JHA AZAD, Bihar chief minister, on the infighting in the 
Congress (I) in his state 

We are determined today that the triump of 1977 should be repeated 
but the tragedy of 1979 should never recur... For eight years the les- 
sons remained forgotten. (But) there are signs now that those lessons 
are being absorbed. 

-RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE 

How do you define internal disturbance 7 Will internal disturbance in the 
mind of the Prime Minister amount to internal disturbance in the country? 
-V.P. SINGH, on the proposed 59th Amendment to the constitution 

Let the government announce elections and they will know what the 
Opposition is all about. 

-ARUN NEHRU 

If my husband was alive today, he too would have rebelled against the 
corrupt Congress(l) and resigned to oust the government which has 
brought shame to the country. 

-MANEKA GANDHI, while formally joining the Janata Party at Ameth 

The Sikhs, by their disunity, have contributed greatly to their own sorry 
plight. 

-BHAI JASBIR SINGH RODE 

According to the westeren approach in which we are imbued. .. par- 
ticularly since I am a Christian, any body doing illegal things in my 
church, I would say, stop (him). But the Sikhs won't say that.- They say 
this is our temple, nobody can come in. 

-Punjab Chief JULIO RIBEIRO in Asiaweek, on why the police was not 
driving the terrorists out of the Golden Temple 

Communclism has run smack into the concept of self-determination ... 
For much of this century communism, once established in government, 
has seemed an immovable object. The collision has begun, and the 
immovable looks frail. 

-The Economist, on the current ethnic unrest in the Soviet Union 
Half my life I couldn't eat what I wanted because I couldn't afford to, 
the other half because I have to diet. 

-GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ 
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Destined to Suffer 

.t looks as if peace and calm are scarce commodities as far as Punjab 
is concerned. Throughout her long and turbulent history, Punjab has 
always been subjected to all kinds of inflictions. The current phase of 
developments also points in that direction. 

Within the next few weeks, emergency would have been declared 
in Punjab. The process has already started and will culminate when 
the President assents the Bill. There should be no doubt whatsover that 
with the kind of majority that the ruling party has, the Bill would be passed 
arid, soon after that, receive the assent of the President. Some people 
are urging the President to withhold his assent. This is not going to work 
and nobody should entertain any illusions in this regard. 

The extraordinary laws already adopted in respect of Punjab during 
the first last few years have already robbed the state of whatever little 
civil rights it had. All kinds of powers have beeri vested in the exec- 
utive and the courts have been unable to intervene in any meaningful 
manner. Not only that, the lawless manner in which the police and the 
CRP have been acting for several years now has left no doubt in any- 
one’s mind that the government could do whatever it wanted to. 

The main question to ask however is whether the opposition and those 
who have the good of the country at heart will assert themselves or 
not. It should be clear to them by now that the Punjab Issue is being 
used by the ruling party to perpetuate itself in power. If, in the process, 
civil liberties are crushed and there is an authoritarian kind of rule, this 
affects the whole country. Punjab may be the first victim of this policy 
but the rest of the country cannot be far behind. It is this lesson which 
the patriotic citizens have to learn. 

As far as Punjab is concerned, it is destined to suffer. It will be quite 
a while before the present policies of the government are discredited 
and a change of regime can take place. Till then Punjab has no choice 
except to submit to the emergency and all the repression and lawless- 
ness that it means. If this sounds bitter, let it be stated candidly: the 
situa’ion admits of no other description. 

The political process had got choked for quite some time. With the 
dissolutoin of the Assembly, it has been snuffed out completely and 
now there is direct confrontation between the Centre and the militants. 
Whatever little insulation existed between the two was more in the nature 
of a fig-leaf rather than a real protection. 

Si 

10 . One need not shed too many tears about this situation, ft had been 
building up in such a way that sooner or later this had to happen. Now 
that it has happened, one has to ask two questions. One, will the impo- 
sition of emergency work and what will happen if it does not work? 
Secondly, what is going to be its impact on the rest of the country? Both 
these questions are crucial and need to be asked. 

Punjab has been in a state of insurrection for several years. The 
attempt of the Centre to intimidate the Sikhs in 1984 did not succeed 
and could not have succeeded. Indeed it was foredoomed to failure both 
for the reason that the distinction between the Akalis and the Sikhs which 
had existed for several decades was obliterated and, the related reason, 
that no community, least of all the Sikhs, can be intimidated. It was a 
foolish attempt, to put it no more strongly. Whatever has happened since 
then has confirmed the utter unwisdom of the policy then adopted. 

The new policy now being adopted including the imposition of the 
emergency will meet the same fate. Those in power seldom learn from 
experience. The ruling party in India is no exception. As to what will 
happen if the emergency also fails to deliver the good, the consequen- 
ces can be well imagined. 

In regard to what is going to be its impact on the rest of the country, 
only a few things are certain. Once the emergency is imposed, it is 
almost certain that there would be press censorship and a ban on most 
political activity in the state. Even outside Punjab, activity relating to 
that state will be banned, or almost so. It remains to be seen how far 
the government is prepared to go. Of this however there is no doubt 
that in terms of statutory powers it would have armed itself to the teeth. 

Legal opinion is divided if under the pretext of the emergency var- 
ious other things can also be done. For instance, a ban on political activ- 
ity on a much wider scale would become feasible. Similarly it may 
become possible to extend the life of Parliament by a year at a time. 
There is a clear shift towards authoritarianism. How acute or otherwise 
it is, is a matter of perception. 

It is also being argued by some people that once again the Punjab 
situation would be used to create an atmosphere somewhat similar to 
the 1984 atmosphere before and during the general election. Whether 
that becomes feasible or not is another question. If the attempt is made, 
one can be almost certain that it will come a cropper. 


The Menannce That is Thackeray 

K.S. Khosla 


The call given by the Shiv Sena, 
leader, Mr. Bal Thackeray for the 
economic boycott of Sikhs in 
Maharashtra is just the kind of grist 
wanted by the terrorists in Punjab 
for their propaganda mill. Mr. 
Thakeray's threat is like a god-sent 
gift to the terrorists to tell the Sikhs: 
"Look, we told you that you have 
no place in India and that you will 
always be discrimnated against. 
Better come back to Punjab if you 
want to live a life of honour and 
dignity." Perhaps Mr. Thackeray 
did not realise the implications of 
his threat because if it is .arried 
out, it will lead to a two-way migra- 
tion, thus paving the way for Khal- 
istan. Reports are that some 
families from Bombay have 
already come to Mohali, a Punjab 
township near Chandigarh, look- 
ing for residential plots and 
houses. The prices of residential 
property in Mohali have suddenly 
shot up during the last one week. 

The terrorists would want 
nothing more than the migration of 
Sikhs living outside Punjab to their 
home State as that would vindi- 
cate their stand. This reminds one 
of the days of ascendency of Sant 
Jarnail Singh Bhinderanwale. A 
delegation of Sikhs from outside 
met Sant Bhinderanwale in Amrit- 
sar to apprise him of the difficulties 
being faced by them by his militant 
actions. He told them bluntly that 
they had made enough money 
and that they should come back to 
Punjab. The present leaders of the 
terrorists, who are more militant 
than Sant Bhinderanwale, will be 
too happy to see the migration 
take place and increase further the 
alination of the Sikhs and mem- 
bership of the militants camps. 

Mr. Thackerary's threat is so full 
of sinister implications that even 
the Governor, Mr.S.S.Ray, was 
constrained to say the other day 
that the talk of boycott of Sikhs 
was highly "irresponsible" and 
anyone who talked in these terms 
was not an Indiaan and had no 
right to live in India. Did those who 
talk of boycott realise that if they 
boycott Punjab which contributed 
over 50 per cent of Central pool of 
fodqrains where would they get 
the food from? Without Punjab's 
contribution Mr Ray added, lakhs 


of consumers in the country would 
go without their food and the con- 
sumers in Delhi without their daily 
supply of milk. The Governor, 
however, decried Khalistanis and 
said that a true Khalsa of Guru 
Gobind Singh was brave but kind 
and meek and did not indulge in 
killing innocent persons, including 
women and children. 

A vast majority of the Sikhs in 
Punjab and outside want to live in 
the country in peace and dignity. 
They say that their contribution 
during the freedom struggle and 
the nation building programme 
after 1947 was no less than that 
of other communities and yet 
today they are suspects in the 
eyes of the leaders like Mr. Thack- 
eray from whom they are sup- 
posed to get a certificate of their 
patriotism. "Are we hostages in 
this country/" they ask. Already 
after the killing of Sikhs in Delhi 
and other places afterthe assasi- 
nation of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the 
Sikhs have developed a beseiged 
or ghetto mentality. In anguish 
they ask: "What is the difference 
between the terrorist in Amritsar 
and Mr. Thackeray in Bombay?" 
The former is threatening the 
Hindus to get out of Punjb and Mr. 
Thackeray is asking the Sikhs to 
get out of Maharashtra. 

On top of this comes the state- 
ment of the RSS Chief, Mr. Bala 
Saheb Deoras, In Jalandhar on 
March 27 in which he rightly 
decried the demand for Khalistaan 
but added that "the Sikhs are a 
part of the Hindu society." Accord- 
ing to reports published in the 
Chandigarh press, Mr Deoras 
further said that the fears of the 
Sikhs were unfounded that their 
separate identity would be jeop- 
ardised if they assimilated them- 
selves with Hindus. By calling 
themselves Hindus, their mode of 
worship would remain intact as 
was the case with the Jains and 
the Buddhists. Mr Deoras adde- 
d:"AII those living in India are 
Hindus because any change in the 
mode of worship does not change 
the nationality of the people." May 
be Mr. Deoras was using the word 
hindu in the broader sense but it 
is these kind fo staatements which 
cause a lot of misgivings among 


the minorities who want to main- 
tain their separate religious and 
cultural identity. 

It may be recalled that before 
the Bluestar Operation, the Akalis 
launched an agitation for amend- 
ing Article 25 of the constitition 
which brackets Sikhs as Hindus in 
the same category as Jains and 
Buddhists, Many senior Akali 
leaders went to jail when they tore 
the page of the constitition contain- 
ing Article 25. the Akalis were 
slightly misguided as the samd 
Article gives the Sikhs the right to 
wear a kirpan. But the question is 
not of being misguided. The Sikhs 
say they are not Hindus and that 
they have a separate and distinct 
religious and cultural identity. 
There is no doubt that culturally 
and even religiously the Sikhs 
have much in common with the 
Hindus but it is these attempts at 
homogenizing the Indian society 
by leaders like Mr. Thackeray and 
some intellectuals which accentu- 
ates the feeling of separateness 
among the minorities and alie- 
nates them further. 

It is not understaandable how 
the Sikhs outside Punjab can put 
pressure on the terrorists to stop 
killing innocent persons. They can 
do so by meeting the head priests 
or the terrorits leaders, as sug- 
gested by Mr. Thackeray, but such 
attempt by them with Sant Bhin- 
deranwale failed. Or they can take 
up arms against the terrorists. But 
if the heavily armed security force 
cannot meet the challenge, how 
can sikhs do the job. In this argu- 
ment one thing is forgotten. The 
Punjab problem is nota Sikh prob- 
lem nor it is a State problem, ft has 
become a national problem as the 
terrorists are being aided and 
betted by Pakistan. So leaders of 
all communities must join hands to 
fight this menace. It is all right to 
say that Sikhs should fight the ter- 
rorists but they will do so if they are 
sure of police protection. What is 
happening in Punjab today is that 
90 per cent of those killed are 
Sikhs. A sikh family is being 
gunned down each day on suspi- 
cion of being police informers. Not 
a single culprit has been caught so 
far despite heavy deployment of 
security forces. 
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Emergency ... 


Bill. Is In a tearing hurry to 
pass It. It appears that he was 
not either consulted or was 
against this Initiative from the 
beginning In releasing the Head 
Priests and 40 detenus from 
Jodhpur Jail. 

He has certainly settled it 
unceremoniously through the 
press and that is surprising again. 
If there is no unanimity amongst 
the policy makers, there is bound 
to be confusion. Another point I 
would like to stress is the psycho- 
logical attitude of the Government 
towards the Punjab problem. 

War Against People 

T he other day, the hon. 
Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, Shri Chidambaram 
emphatically stated that we are at 
war with the terrorists. You do not 
go to war against your own 
people. You discipline them by 
persuasion, if necessary by 
punishment but not by bumping 
them off without trial. Even during 
war, we have the Geneva conven- 
tion for the proper treatment of the 
prisoners of war which seems to 
be missing in this case. 

1 wonder if the Government is 
either capable or willing to do an 
honest introspection to see why 
success has eluded it. It has failed 
not because it did not have suffi- 
cient legal authority but it failed, 
and will fail again, because it has 
lost the moral auhtority to govern. 
It is incapable of differentiating 
between right and wrong. Immed- 
iate expediency overrides long- 
term national gains or moral stan- 
dards. The moral authority was 
wounded when the attack on the 
Golden Temple was mounted in 
June 1984. It was lost when the 
November 1984 carnage took 
place in Delhi and elsewhere in 
the country. But no one is pun- 
ished so far. It only proved the 
Government’s guilt. Since then, 
many other suppressive and 
unjust measures have aggravated 
the situation. 

Introspection 

I wonder how many of you 
remember the Brahmpura inci- 
dent where a post of CRPF 
mishandled-, and misbehaved, with 
the entire village population, spe- 
cially the women, under somewhat 
bizarre circumstances. Governor 
Ray who visited the village soon 
after was greatly upset. He told me 
sc personally. The Punjab Gov- 
' . nment was not permitted to take 
disciplinary action. I followed up 
he case. I was first told that the 
, ost commander had been sus- 
pended and an enquiry was in 
progress. After nearly a year — I 
have got this paper with me — I 
have been given the latest infor- 
mation stating that nothing serious 
has been found against the post 
commander, but a departmental 
action is being taken against a 
lance naik, if you please. When 


(Continued from Page 1) 

there is a visible proof of a woman 
having been molested, I would 
have been horrified and taken the 
strictest possible action against my 
troops if such a thing had hap- 
pened in Bangladesh, and that 
was war. You cannot turn a blind 
eye when the law enforcing 
authorities or personnel run 
amuck. 

Turning to the future, I am still 
at a loss to understand why this 
half-hearted initiative of releas- 
ing the head priests and forty 
detenus was taken. I would like 
the hon. Home Minister to 
please clarify what the Govern- 
ment hopes to achieve by It. Is 
it still on or has It been decided 
to nip It In the bud as he did not 
like It in the first Instance? I am 
sure If he was serious and 
hopeful, he would not have 
posed the threat of this emer- 
gency Blll'feefore even the day 
Jathedar was firmly In his seat, 
leave alone establishing his 
moral and religious authority 
over the militants. 

When the Damocles' sword of 
emergency is hanging over the 
heads of the militants, how do you 
expect them to accept your good 
intentions? The general public has 
reacted to it most unfavourably. It 
has created an atmosphere of 
foreboding and doom. When will 
the Government stop gimmickry 
and start doing something con- 
structive, honest and forthright? I 
consider this move diabolical and 
wicked. You are doing everything 
to make your so-called initiative fail 
and later blame not just the mil- 
itants but the entire Sikh commun- 
ity hoping thereby to play the Sikh 
care once again during the next 
election. You have always blamed 
others for your blunders and 
shortcomings. 

Hitlerian Approach 

I feel with this amendment to the 
Amendment Bill the Government 
has identified the Jews of India. 
Your tactics seems to be totally 
Hitelrian. But I would like to warn 
the public in general that there are 
others who may suffer the same 
fate. Therefore, when they say that 
they are only restricting it to the 
Punjab this time, please do not get 
away with the idea that you will not 
be a sufferer one of these days 
and, maybe, that may come very 
soon. 

One thing I have not been able 
to understand. What is this inter- 
nal disturbance? Could you please 
define it? How does it differ from 
open rebellion? I think you want 
the people to cooperate with you, 
with the Government, to fight 
against the terrorists. Why have 
you failed to get their cooperation 
so far? Do you expect them to 
cooperate with you when their 
right to life and liberty has been 
taken away? Do you expect them 
to cooperative with you when you 
have not only failed but deliber- 


ately worked against punishing the 
guilty, the guilty who' had commit- 
ted the most heinous crimes, the 
guilty who were responsible for 
this great carnage, the guilty who 
were organised by the Congress 
Party. I would like to know what 
has happened about the panels 
that were constituted by the 
Mishra Commission. So far 
nothing has been made public. 
Why is the Government sleeping 
on it? 

Now you have decided to limit 
the imposition of emergency to 
Punjab only. According to the oft 
repeated announcement of the 
Governor of Punjab and others nor 
more than 2 per cent Sikhs of 
Punjab want Khalistan. According 
to the super cop, Riberio, there are 
only a few hardened terrorists. 
You have already killed nearly 300 
in the last few months. If that is the 
situation, I cannot understand why 
there is need to have this amend- 
ment to impose emergency. If you 
lacked the resources or you lacked 
able commanders, then one might 
have said, ‘improve them’. But as 
I have said earlier on, you have 
these two in whom you have got 
the greatest faith. Then, what is 
the reason that you want the inno- 
cent people to suffer? If the courts 
release innocent people on bail 
because they are falsely impliated 
by the police authorities, you pro- 
duce this as an excuse for your fai- 
lure. 


Exposing the Population 

Y ou wished to expose the 
entire population of Punjab 
to the machinations of the 
corrupt police forces who, unfet- 
tered by any rules or law, are 
going to play havoc with the gen- 
eral public. Do you really think, do 
you honestly believe, that it is 
going to assuage their feelings 
and you will get their co-operation 
after the declaration of Emer- 
gency? It is beyond my compre- 
hension; I do not know about the 
Government’s imagination. 

If you were sincere and honest, 
you would have by now realised 
and you would have by now 


released all the Jodhpur detenus 
and started some kind of action 
against the guilty of the November 
1984 carnage. You would be 
thinking of a general amnesty and 
not of a draconian measure to 
create greater terror and mayhem 
in Punjab. You cannot bring about 
peace by killing and frightening 
people into submission. You 
create more terrorists and more 
traitors. You may or may not win 
the next election by such mislead- 
ing and misguided means. But, we 
warn you, you will certainly bring 
greater suffering not only to 
Punjab, but also to the entire 
strife-ridden country. 


If you were sincere and honest, you would have 
by now realised and you would have by now 
released all the Jodhpur detenus and started 
some kind of action against the guilty of the Nov- 
ember 1984 carnage. You would be thinking of a 
general amnesty and not of a draconian measure 
to create greater terror and mayhem in Punjab. 
You cannot bring about peace by killing and 
frightening people into submission. You create 
more terrorists and more traitors. You may or may 
not win the next election by such misleading and 
misguided means. But, we warn you, you will cer- 
tainly bring greater suffering not only to Punjab, 
but also to the entire strife-ridden country. 


The Gulf in the Trade Gap 


especially by Iran, Iraq and Libya, 
which reportedly owe US$1 -million 
to Indian business. 

Now faced with the threat of 
losing out in the Gulf to China, 


South Korea and Taiwan, Indian 
companies have been gradually 
shifting activities from high-paying 
construction projects to low 
value-added operations and man- 
agement contracts. With the Arb 


(Continued from page 1) 

governments planning to ease 
their dependence on oil and diver- 
sify their economies, India's 
exporters still have a chance to 
boost sales. 

Anoop Babanl 


Calamity to overtook Delhi if NCR Not 
Implemented Speedily 


Speaking at the National Devel- 
opment Council meeting, Shri Jag 1 
Parvesh Chandra, Chief Executive j 
Councillor, pointed out the abnor- ! 
mal difficulties which surround 1 
Delhi and the web of dilemmas in 
which it was caught and forcefully 
pleaded Delhi's case for adequate 
allocation of raw-water from 
neighbouring stales, early sane- | 
tioning of the Mass Rapid Transit 
System for Delhi and raising of 
finance for the all-important NCR 
project suggesting larger involve- 
ment of LIC and general Insurance 
corporation, in creation of real 
estate in NCR, launching of self 
financing schemes and floating of 
debentures and public loans so 
that its implementation could be 
speeded up. 

About the need for speedy 
implementation of the NCR, he 
said, calamity will overtake the 
Capital otherwise. In this context 
he regretted that the original con- 
cept of constructing satellite towns 


was no where in sight. Unless 
"Seven little Delhis around Delhi 
are built’ NCR will defeat its pur- 
pose. 

Highligting Delhi's acute water 
shortage he made a fervent 
appeal that Haryana should 
immediately release 100 MCD of 
raw water in exchange of cut offer 
of the same quantity of effluent 
water from our Sewage Treatment 
Plants for irrigation. Likewise more 
' water should be made available to 
1 us from the Ganga system. 

On the problems of Transport he 
said — Time is running out and a 
decision to introduce Mass Rapid 
: Transit System should be taken 
with a sense of urgency. The Task 
; Force set up in this regard has 
already submitted its report on 
Sept. 1987 and a 36 Kilometre 
long East-West corridor has 
already been identified. In this 
regard he pointed out that it will 
take 6 years to execute the Pro- 


ject. Speaking of the enormity of 
the problem he said - The length 
of Delhi roads is not enough to 
take on 40 la..!! automobiles which 
are likely be on Delhi roads by the 
end of the Century if we depend 
on surface transport alone. Even 
today, excepting in New Delhi, 
buses are moving bumper to 
bumper. The large number of 
automobiles on roads, over 12 
lakhs today, contribute 50% of the 
total air pollution in Delhi; we can 
well imagine of the amount of pol- 
lution created by 40 lakh vehicles 
which will be on Delhi roads by 
2001 A.D. 

Categorising Delhi's problems 
into four sectors, population, pol- 
lution, poverty and prosperity, he 
said, Delhi is one of world's fast- 
est expanding city with an annual 
population growth rate of 4.3% 
where as the national average is 
2.2%. What is disturbing, Shri 
Chandra said, is that more than 
half of this is due to migration from 
neighbouring states. 
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The Heritage 


On the Occasion of Baisahi 


"KHALSA" - The Concept of 

Universal Man 


I have no pretensions about my 
scholarship; nor do I lay claim 
to historical or intellectual orig- 
inality in assessing the role of the 
Khalsa that Guru Gobind Singh 
created on the Baisakhi of April 
1699 A.D. What reverberates in 
my heart is the flesh and blood of 
the Master to convince me that as 
a member of the Khalsa Brother- 
hood, I have no frontiers, no lim- 
itations, no barriers, no 
cloak-and-dagger existence and 
certainly no separateness from 
any other human being. Indeed I 
lay claim to the.kingdom of Libe- 
ration (Bai-ghampura shehr ka 
naon) that Guru Gobind Singh 
established in my own heart 
through his words, through his 
experiences and, above all, 
through his own life and work. But, 
before I can acquit myself in 
upholding the claim, I must pledge 
myself to lay down my life for 
Righteouness, because this 
pledge alone is the basis of a' 
Sikh’s claim to the heights that his 
five great forefathers touched and 
merged in the Guru in the form of 
PANJ PIARE. 

It is meaningless to become a 
bania to weigh the extent to which 
the concept manifests itself in real- 
ity today. What is important and, 
£ irefore, significant, is that the 
V‘e ser >1 0r of the concept himself 
laid down his life and sacrificed his 
father, mother, his four sons, 
indeed his all, to seal the concept 
with his blood and immortalised 
the Khalsa in his own image. Visits 
to the Gurdwara, listening to the 
blood-curdling gathas of our 
heroes and worshipping the Infi- 
nite through the verses of Guru 
Granth Sahib are the attributes of 
most of us who are born in Sikh 
homes. But to decipher the mes- 
sage of Guru Gobind Singh in the 
Zafarnama, analyse his feeling 
both as leader of men and as a ‘ 
man himself and to try to translate 
his life into one’s own is a chal- 
lenge that today’s Sikh must face 
and accept in order to fulfil the 
concept. Guru- Gobind Singh, 
indeed, was a perfect symbol of 
universality, catholicity and, if ever, 
a universal perfect man existed, it 
was he, in the tenth frame of the 
founder of Sikhism. 


The Foundation 


G uru Nanak laid the foun- 
dation of self-annihilation 
by declaring that anyone 
who wished to play the game of 
LOVF., he must come forward with 
his head on the palm. Reason: 


Bhagwant Singh Dalawari 


There can be no hesitation to offer 
one’s head on this path of Love (of 
the Lord and of Mankind). Guru 
Gobind Singh had this syllabus 
adhered to on the Baisakhi day in 
1699, when tortured, confused, 
harassed and disheartened 
people proved that they indeed 
loved their Guru, received their 
amrit-perfection from him, and, in 
turn, together conferred this per- 
fection on him. 

Could there be a greater 
example of a perfect human 
being conferring greatness on 
his own creation and then sub- 
mitting to the creation Itself to 
receive greateness from this 
body of men called the (first 
KHALSA) Panj Piare ? 

Here is Guru Gobind Singh 
laying the rules for the Khalsa 
which he was observed since long 
before. He has himsetf suggested 
to his father to sacrifice himself for 
the freedom of worship of all 
humanbeings. He asks his follow- 
ers to offer their heads to him for 
he himself has decided to offer his 
all for creating perfection in them. 
The boon he asks from the Lord 
is this: 

Deh Shiva bar mohe ehe, shubh 
karman te kabhna taroun; 

Na daroun ar se jab jaye laroun, 
nishche kar apni jit kirroun; 

Er Sikh haoun apnehi manko, 
eh lalach gun tau unchroun; 

Jab aav ka audh nidhan bane, 
aat he ran mein tab jhoujh maroun. 

He preached a lin, practised it 
and thousands of his followers did 
the same. There was no trace of 
personal gain, personal glory or 
personal wellbeing, but there was 
gain alround for the society, for 
humanity. There was a message 
for all. The righteous could 
become perfect men by willing- 
ness to sacrifice their all for--the 
good of others; the wicked would 
not be allowed to have their way. 
They perfect men would not dis- 
criminate because of caste or 
creed; nor would they perpetuate 
injustice. Indeed, they would never 
frighten anyone; at the same time 
they would never be frightened. 
Guru treated all mankind as one 
race and expected the Khalsa to 
do the same: 

Manas Kl Jaat Sabhe 
Eke Pehchanbo 


T he exploits of the Khalsa 
are multifold; Khalsa feeds* 
the hungry; Khalsa protects 
the tyrannised; Khalsa gets 
released the bonded girls; Khalsa 


Could there be a greater example of a perfect 
human being conferring greatness on his own 
creation and then submitting to the creation itself 
to receive greateness from this body of men called 
the (first KHALSA) Panj Piare ? 
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is immersed in prayer 24 hours 
while he is busy in worldly chores; 
Khalsa serves the sick in the bat- 
tlefield without discrimination; 
Khalsa accepts God’s will without 
murmur. Indeed Khalsa is not 
enamoured of worldly pleasures 
and is -not beaten by adversity; 
Khalsa fights the wicked, be it 
Hindu, Muslim or Sikh; Khalsa 
helps the righteous and accepts 
help for righteous causes from 
anyone. The Stamp of the Khal- 
sa’s creator is indelibly printed on 
his exploits. 

Whether it is Bhai Kanhaiya or 
Budha Shah, whether it is Bhai 
Nand Lai or forty Muktas, the 
Guru’s love abound and Guru’s 
advice never wavers from righte- 
ousness. Then, whether it is the 
fight with Hill rajas or with Mughal 
rulers, principle is the same; we 
shall not frighten, but we shall not 
be frightened. Adversity brings no 
disheartening. There is defiance in 
the zafarnama and conviction of 
victory, besides. The Guru wor- 
ships steel in God to become steel 
in action and yet Guru is the tend- 
erest of the tender. The Guru 
encourages, promotes and 
admires the literary stars but does 
not permit relaxation in personal 
perfection of his adherents. 

The quality he bestows on the 
Khalsa of discrimination is awe- 
some. Khalsa fights the wicked 
-Muslim or Hindu - but the Mast- 
er’s injunction forbids him from dis- 
respect to the mosque or the 
temple. For, says the Master: 

Dehra Musit Soi, Puja Namaz 
Ohi. 

Is there any wonder than that 
systematic holocausts apart, con- 
tinual harassements and unprec- 
edented hardships along with the 
rulers' pledges to annihilate the 
Khalsa have proved empty 
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boasts? Is there any wonder then 
that today's hardships and relent- 
less pressures have not created a 
wholesale demoralisation in the 
Khalsa, notwithstanding a dent in 
their elan? 

Of course, we have become 
Imperfect examples of the 
Khalsa that Guru created. It Is 
difficult - if not Impossible - to 
see that kind of Khalsa about 
which Guru Gobind Singh said: 

Khalsa mero dharam ar 
karam; khalsa mero deh or sah; 

Khalsa mero satgur pura; 
Khalsa mero sajan sura 

and went on to say that he 
belonged to the Khalsa, Khalsa 
belonged to him, it was like the 
Ocean and the drop in the Ocean. 
Not only that, after praising the 
Khalsa to the skies, he said he 
was not telling even an iota of 
untruth; in fact, he pledged his loy- 
alty to Guru Nanak in support of 


his encomiums. 


Towards Imperfection 


W hy are we becoming 
imperfect? Why are we 
losing the shine that 
Guru gave us by declaring "Khalsa 
mero roop hai khaas"? The sim- 
plest answer is that we have 
released ourselves from the fold of 
the Guru in terms of the inner 
purity that Guru envisages. To my 
utter surprise, someone called me 
"arrogant" because I pointed out 
that external roop of the Khalsa 
and external symbols of 5 ks are 
no substitutes for the internal 
cohesion with Guru’s thinking and 
enactment of the role in our day- 
to-day life of a Khalsa. Of course, 
I adhere to and place the highest 
sacred emphasis on keeping that 
roop. All I say is that if should not 
be only an external flop. 

The trage y today is that our 
external ex ierance, particularly 
( mtinued on page 15 


It is time also for the Nation to ponder. Would 
it allow the present rulers to evade responsibility 
of bringing the Nation into the present chaotic sit- 
uation? Akalis have made a mess by not adher- 
ing to the path of the Guru but the Central 
Government apart from hoodwinking, political 
chicanery and continuing blackmail coupled with 
partisan role in preference to national interests, 
has completely misjudged the situation. Our entire 
history is there to stress that those born out of 
death on Baisakhi day in 1699 were not born to 
forget injustices. Indeed they will forgive -and they 
have been forgiving -but our ardass is witness to 
the rememberance of those who fell in upholding 
the dignity of Righteousness and Self-respect, 
even when Sikh heads had a price, the children 
of mothers were killed in their presence and their 
limbs thrust into the mother’s mouths. And, the 
rulers must remember that in November 1984 
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PUNJAB: Issues of Mass Moblilisation 


Punjab is widely regarded as 
India's most economically deve- 
loepd state, but nevertheless pov- 
erty and other socio-economic 
problems exist on a significant 
scale. However, problems of var- 
ious weaker sections here are 
likely to differ from the pattern 
more commonly seen in India and 
it is important that such differen- 
ces are recognised. 

As in other parts of India a sig- 
nificant section of the rural popu- 
lation here also consists of the 
landless (or near landless) farm 
workers. Economically they are 
the weakest section but their pro- 
blems have to be seen in the con- 
text of the significant changes that 
have taken place in the agricultural 
scene of Punjab during the last 
two decades. The expansion in 
employment opportunities likely to 
arise from more intensive cultiva- 
tion has been curbed by two 
important factors - (1 ) the introduc- 
tion of labour displacing machin- 
ery and weedicides, and (2) the 
large-scale inflow of migrant work- 
ers during the harvesting season, 
and to a lesser extent, as perman- 
ent workers. The great importance 
of timely agricultural operations for 
farmers implies that they are wil- 
ling to pay quite high wages to get 
work done quickly in the busy 
season, but the local farm work- 
ers cannot take full advantage of 
this due to the availability .of 
machines and more that that, the 
migrant workers - desptie this in 
most places the workers manage 
to get a payment not much differ- 
ent from the official wage rate and 
during the short harvesting season 
earn at a rate much higher than 
this. The number of days of 
employment has been reduced for 
several farm workers due to 
mechanisation, increasing use of 
weedicides, permanent migrant 
workers and related factors. 

Improved Conditions 

However, several farm-workers 
have been able to significantly 
improve their overall economic 
condition due to off-farm employ- 
ment, partly related to the green 
revolution (i.e. greater activity in 
the mandis or grain market towns) 
and partly due to other factors 
-such as jobs in industries or 
reserved jobs in government ser- 
vice etc. 

In this situation there is not 
much scope for wage-related 
mass struggles. The Punjab farm 
worker may feel unhappy over the 
presence of migrant workers in vil- 
lages, but surely it cannot be sug- 
gested that migrant workers 
should not come here - this sort of 
a demand should not bo made due 
to several seasons and even it is 
made it has little chance of suc- 
ceeding as farmers are keen to 
have migrant workers from less 
developed areas of the country 
and people from these areas are 
keen to come here. A protest 


against some forms of mechani- 
sation, specially the use of com- 
bine harvestors and to a lower 
extent the use of weedicides, can 
be made, and in fact farmers can 
also be convinced that resort to 
mechanised harvesting is harmful 
for them as it denies availability of 
fodder (crop-residues) while the 
excessive use of chemical weed- 
icies can impede fertility of fields 
and pose health hazards. 

What about the possibility of 
redistribution of land? According to 
the land-ownership data for 
Punjab and Haryana for 1971 11.5 
per cent of the agricultural area is 
; owned by households owning over 
j 50 acres of land, 15.7 per cent is 
owned by families owning 
between 30 and 50 acres. It is a 
moot point what pari of this land 
may still be available for redistrib- 
ution under the existing ceilings 
laws for irrigated land. However, 
broadly speaking it may be said 
that in Punjab there are several vil- 
lages where big landowners do 
' not exist now, but at the same time 
there are also areas where big 
land-holdings still continue to exist 
and where takeover of some land 
for redistribution among the land- 
les and among marginal farmers 
can be one way of reducing the 
poverty of the weaker sections. 
However, it is not just enough to 
redistribute land, care has also to 
be taken to ensure that those who 
get the land are able to cultivate 
it proper and without risk. 

United Action 

There is considerable scope for 
united village action to demand 
better medical and education facil- 
ities. With some economic better- 
ment the need for better medical 
and educational facilities is widely 
perceived. Private doctors and 
schools catering to this need are 
doing very good business. In most 
villages schools and rural dispen- 
saries continue to function in a 
highly unsatisfactory way. Villag- 
ers are likely to respond with 
enthuniasm to demands for better 
medical and educational facilities 
and there is considerable scope 
for initiative also by individuals and 
organisations committed to 
broad-based rural development 
and social change for work in the- 
seareas. 

Growing consumption of 
liquor or other Intoxicants and 
drugs Is a serious social prob- 
lem, responsible for much 
family distress and social 
stress, apart from the danger to 
health and erosion of economic 
gains. Women In particular feel 
that this evil is responsible for 
running their life. Secular 
Movements against the con- 
sumption of liquor and other 
intoxicants are likely to draw the 
enthuthiastic participation of 
women In the first phase and of 
others in due course of time. 

There is also considerable 


scope for a secular social reform 
movement against the ever- 
growing expenditure inucurred on 
marriages and dowries. 

Industrial Development 

There is need for broad-based 
industrial development in which 
either the government takes the 
initiative or else helps a new breed 
of entrepreneurs with commitment 
to wider develoment objectives to 
start industries which can provide 
some jobs to unemployed village 
youth near their homes. In this 
area groups of committed entrep- 
reneurs can make small experi- 
mental beginnings on their own, 


The scientists and medical per- 
sonnels*can play an important role 
in prevention of environmental pol- 
lution anc pollution borned disea- 
ses through their expertise and 
specific knowledge in the field, 
said Shri Bansi Lai Chauhan, 
Executive Councillor (Health). He 
was speaking in a validictory func- 
tion of three days' symposium on 
Bio-Chemistry and Molecular 
Pathology of lung at University of 
Delhi. 

Shri Chauhan said that lungs is 
one of the vital organs of our body 
which is exposed to environment 
directly through inhalation and has 
to deal also with toxic elements 
coming through blood circulation. 
Pollution, water air and voice 
affects badly to our good health 
and leads to various infections. 

He warned that mortality and 
morbidity rate is on increase in 
Delhi due to respiratory diseases 
bc‘h in children and adults. Heavy 
industrialization and carbon 
monoxide gas by more than 1 1 
lakh vehicles have crossed the 
permissible limits of atmospheric 
pollution. 

Stating great success in imple- 
mentation of national health pro- 
grammes like Tuberculous Control 
Programme. Expanded Pro- 
gramme of Immunization and Uni- 
versal Immunization Programme 
in Delhi, Shri Chauhan said that 
role of M.C.D. N.D.M.C. Dispes- 
aries/hospitals and some voluntary 
organisations including Patel 
Chest Institute has been praise 
.worthy and we will be able to 
' achieve the goal "Health for all by 
2000 AD” before the schedule. 

Health Centres have been 
spread in the interior parts of ruraf 
! area and we are trying to take the 
j basic health needs to the door 
steps of every citizen of Delhi, Shri 
Chauhan added. 

The symposium was organised 
by the Deptt. of Bio-chemistry, Val- 
labhbhai Patel Chest Institute Uni- 


and on the basis of initial success 
achieved, make a case for wider 
efforts in this direction. 

While taking up the problems of 
farmers, there is need to go 
beyond the narrow-outlook based 
movements which stress mainly a 
higher price for farmers' produce. 
What are the judicious farming 
methods or approaches which 
even in the existing constraints 
can give good returns to farmers? 
To answer this question the 
example of those small and 
medium farmers who are doing 
well at present can be taken up. 
Should small farmers purchase 
tractors? If yes, then tractors of 


versity of Delhi, in collaboration of 
U.G.C. Scientists and Experts in 
specific fields from all over the 
country participated in the Sym- 
posium. 

Immigration into Delhi Must 
Stop - CEC 

Chief Executive Councillor, Shri 
Jag Parvesh Chandra has strongly 
pleaded for stoppage of migration 
from neighbouring states into 
Delhi. Every year about 2 lakh 
people pour into the capital. It js 
estimated about 40 per cent of the 
unemployed in Delhi are migrants 
from these areas. 

Shri Chandra was speaking at 
a workshop organised by the 
Rotary Club at R.K. Puram on 
"Self Employment & Training for 
Repairs of Electrical & Electronic 
Appliances". The new indutrial 
policy orientation given by the 
present Admn. Elaborating, he 
said - only small industrial and 
space, which are non-Pollutant 
and do not require much power, 
and space are now allowed to be 
set up. Since units engaged in the 
manuafactue of electronics items 
and domestic electrical appliances 
answer to these qualifications, the 
Administration has given an over 
riding priority to them. 

He said - while such units on the 
one hand would maintain the high 
tempo aaof economic develop- 
ment of Delhi with the highest per 
capita income in the country and 


Bharat Dogra 

what size/horse power/cost? How 
many tractors should a village 
have? Can there be some limited 
socialisation of agricultural work, 
for instance regarding village- 
owned tractors serving the small 
and marginal farmers? Should 
combine harvesters be used at 
all? How can pesticides use be 
regulated . to minimize the 
hazards? How to tackle spurious 
supplies of inputs? How to. 
respond to the unhelpful attitude of 
electricity officials? Answers to 
these and related question? 
should be explored, and action init- 
iated only on the basis of exten- 
sive discussions and study. 

(N.F.S. INDIA) , 
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on the othei hand provide 
employment tt the educateo 
unemployed. 

To give a quantum jump to elec- 
trical and electronics sector in 
Delhi the CEC said, a Rs. 42 
crores Vocational Training Institute 
in Electronics is being set up in 
Delhi with Italian collaboration. 
The main objective of the project, 
is to transfer sophisticated tech- 
nology and to generate trained 
manpower for operating computer- 
ised machinery. (fj 

Commending the initiative of the 
Rotary Club in' providing training 
for Self-Employment he said, Delhi 
Administration had set up a Soci- 
ety for Self-employment last year. 
This has proved to be very pop- 
ular and already it had run 4 train- 
ing courses on repairs of . Radio & 
T.V., household electrical applian- 
ces, air-conditioners and refriger- 
ators and plumbing. Tool kits 
worth Rs. 500 are used to trainees 
on passing out to start the work he 
informed. 

Continuing Shri Chandra said, 
Delhi has already emerged as the 
electronics capital of India. Giving 
details, he said, there are about 
35,000 units in this sector today 
whereas in 1 975 there were a few. 

The electronic units were man- 
ufacturing about Rs. 300 crores 
•worth of goods per annum which 
is about 1 8% of the national output 
in this sector. 


With Best Compliments from 

Satkar Financial Corporation 
2651 Kucha Chelan 
Darya Ganj New Delhi-110002 
Tele Nos. 275595, 267628 


Key . Role of Scientists and Medical Personnels 
in Prevention of Pollution Borne Diseases 
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59th Amendment : 


A Nefarious Act 

= WG. CDR. R.S. Chhatwal= 


R elease of head priests and 
40 of 369 innocent dete- 
nus of the Jodhpur Jail on 
4th March 88, gave an impression 
that much talked about (by Shri 
S.S. Ray) Rajiv Gandhi plan on 
Punjab will start unfolding. But 
people were suprised when two 
days later Punjab assembly was 
dissolved and the following 
Monday (7th March) Govt, 
announced its decision to intro- 
duce a bill to declare state of 
Emergency only in Punjab. This 
introduction of the 59th constitu- 
tion amendment suggests that the 
Government is not sure that any 
political initiative is goind to suc- 
, ceed. ’The Hindu" under "A RET- 
ROGRADE AMD DANGEROUS 
( t AMENDMENT" on 16 March 
regrets that it (opposition in Rajaya 
Sabha) underestimated the issue 
involved here." 

59th Amendment has been 
adversely criticised by the 
entire media. India Today says: 
Emergency could mean virtual 
isolation of Punjab from the rest 
of the country. "Punjab will only 
be In for a longer, fiercer and 
bloodier round of civil strife 
which could even finally see the 
return of the army to the state's 
villages." 

Sunday Mail asks: 

"Isn’t Punjab an Indian state and 
its subject Indians? The legislation 
will only serve as ammunition to 
^ £m<i secessionists who preach 
/"^aoout Indian state side-lining the 
* Sikhs. 

The Tribune reacted twice. First 
on 14th March under the heading 
"Double Edged Weapon". After 
questioning "How has the Gov- 
ernment convinced itself that curb- 
ing citizens rights can help solve 
a violent crises? But then con- 
cluded" used judiciously and 
wisely, it (amendment) may help 
turn the tide in the State". On 17th 
March, probably after understand- 
ing the implication of the amend- 
ment properly it wrote under the 
title "A Draconian Measure". "All 
along one had been inclined to 
believe that only terrorist did not 
attach any sanctity to human life. 
Now that Govt, has given evi- 
dence of its own cynical approach 
to the right of life, the terrorist can 
claim to be in distinguished com- 
pany." 

Rethinking 

After two days the paper on its 
front page tried to bluff the people 
of Punjab that this amendment is 
aimed for consumption of the 
people outside Punjab and there 
are enough safeguards against 
arbitrary proclamation of Emer- 
gency. “The Centre's desire to 
influence popular perceptions in 
the rest of the country in regard to 
Government’s earnestness in 
tackling terrorist violence. There 
should be no doubt in the minds 
of the people that the government 
wants to contain terrorism even if 


it be through extreme powers. Any 
impression that the centre and the 
state administration are capitulat- 
ing under terrorist pressure would 
erode national, morale." 

Extended Fears 

Most of the comments rise from 
the fear that Emergency provi- 
sions may be extended to rest of 
the country. Times of India of 22nd 
March reports Mr. George Fer- 
nandes's fear: There is no reason 
to believe that the provisions of the 
bill will be applicable only to 
Punjab".. ." The application of the 
provision is not by a decision of 
Parliament but through executive 
order" Soli Sorabji in Indian 
Express on 17th March writes 
"What is most objectionable is that 
this momentous amendment, 
which has nothing to do with inter- 
nal disturbance in Punjab, nor is 
it restricted to Punjab." 

Again on 21st March Indian 
Express under "A Threat to Press 
Freedom" writes what is worrying 
is that it would have the power to 
ban meetings, in and outside 
Punjab to discuss anything on 
Punjab. ...The freedom of expres- 
sion, assembly, association of 
movement in any part of the coun-. 
try and of carrying out a business 
or profession, would become ino- 
perative not just in Punjab, but in 
relation to Punjab." 

In the Statesman on 1 7th March 
Somnath Chatterjee reports: 
"People need not have any appre- 
hension of its extension elsewhere 
(outside Punjab) is totally erro- 
nous." In view of the propensity of 
this Govt, to use Draconian mea- 
sure and finding itself more and 
more alienated from the people it 
will be prone to exercise powers 
in other states while law purports 
to relate only to Punjab." 

The action of the Govt, has 
been so surprising that even 
Times of India, known for Its 
closeness to the seat of power 
wrote on 17th March under "A 
PAVLOCIAN RESPONSE" It Is 
difficult for a government which 
Is seen to be so confused, 
contradictory and clueless to 
Inspire confidence among the 
people." The fear of misuse and 
abuse of this power has been 
widely projected. Indian 
Express on 15th March under 
"Threat to liberty write "Invest- 
ing Police with draconian pow- 
ers.... is bound to lead to large 
scale terrorisation of Innocent 
people" and again on 21st 
March writes "Citizens will be 
left with no remedy against arbi- 
trary use of State Power." The 
Hindu on 16th March writes 
"The spirit behind the enact- 
ment Is both arbitrary and 
authoritarian In relation to peo- 
ple’s constitutional rights and 
freedom." Times of India on 
17th March writes "Our police 
and Paramilitary forces are not 


so sophisticated that they can 
be depended upon not to abuse 
emergency powers." 

Untenable 

Opinion has also been expres- 
seed whether 59th Amendment 
will withstand legal scrutiny. The 
Tribune on 17th March is certain 
that "Sooner or later this piece of 
legislation will go before the 
Supreme Court for its scrutiny’ 
and reasons out that "it looks rea- 
sonably certain that it will find the 
legislation violative of the basic 
structure of the Constitution." 

The Hindu of 16th March also 
expects the amendment to come 
up early before Supreme Court. 
The basic question will be 
"whether a State or a part of 


India’s territory and population can 
be discriminated against in terms 
of the entitlement to basic consti- 
tutional safeguards’ The entire 

scheme of the new amendment 
would seem to militate against the 
basic structure of the constitution, 
in that it singles out a particular 
state for harsher constitutional 
treatment which overrides demo- 
cratic rigths and entrenched safe- 
guards." The Paper pleads to the 
Govt "Will the framers of this ill- 
adversely dangerous constitution 
amedment bill wake up now to 
these basic flaws in terms of pol- 
itics, law & justice and withdraw 
the measure even at this late 
stage? The amendment confesses 
that, the most basic freedom of life 
and liberty of people of Punjab 
must by abrogated in order to fight 
the menance of terrorism." 


Alienation 

The people of Punjab will be 
forced to think that they are differ- 
ent from rest of India, as there are 
different laws which govern them. 
This is a discriminatory strategy 
and would create cleavage 
between the people of Punjab in 
general and Sikhs in particular and 
those of the rest of the country. 
This will be a shot in the arm of 
those against whom this measure 
is being taken. The battle in 
Punjab can not be won only by 
induction of more para-military or 
army personnel or by depriving 
them of their right to live. It is not 
for a lack of adequate powers that 
Govt, has not succeeded in find- 
ing a solution so far. The people 
of Punjab have to be treated as 
equal citizens of India and their 
legitimate aspirations are to be 
met. 
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Religion, Communalism 

Politics 

Dr. Javed 


T he debate on the role of 
religion in politics is on. 
With the Prime Minister 
having appeared for ‘divorcing 
religion from politics' in Parliament, 
it may, in near future become even 
more vociferous. What led to the 
initiation of this debate is now clear 
to all and sundry. The events of 
last few years have been sad 
enough to have, naturally, culmi- 
nated into such discussion; Punjab 
problem, with widening of chasm 
between Sikhs and Hindus, has 
perhaps been the most important 
cause but Shahbano case, Babri 
Masjid-Ram Janam Bhoomi dis- 
pute, emergence of various 
"senas" and recurring communal I 
riots-all have been contributory 
factors. Sikhs and Hindus and 
Hindus and Muslims have already 
been considerably alienated and 
the phenomenal rise of Kashi Ram 
as Harijan Leader would probably 
distance Harijans and caste 
Hindus as well. The communal 
riots occuring, increasingly, in 
almost all the regions of the coun- 
try and rise of separatist forces in 
the border states have all cast 
aspersions on the abilities of the 
Government to run the country. In 
order to prove their innocence and 
to counter allegations against it, 
the Government is busy giving var- 
ious explanations for the recurring 
communal violence; these include 
foreign hand, antinational and 
subvertive forces and last but not 
the least religion and communal- 
ism. The bogey of foreign hand is 
now losing its impact and the focus 
has now mainly shifted to religion 
and communalism. Let us analyse 
if religion is really dangerous for 
the national politics. 

Clarification 

W hat needs clarification 
before proceeding fur- 
ther is that religion and 
commuanalism are not synony- 
mous. I will quote from my own 
write-up in Indian Express 
(27-12-86): "The first thing that 
should be clearly understood is 
that religion and communalism are 
not, as is often mistaken, synom- 
ymous. Religion teaches universal I 


brotherhood and tolerance, while, 
communalism propagates hatred 
towards religions and religious 
groups other than one’s own. The 
god of religion is one God, who is 
the Lord of all the worlds (and not 
of just one community), beautifully 
described as Rab-bul-Alameem in 
the Holy Koran, where as the 
Gods of communalism are money 
and power, while; the former 
exhorts its followers to sacrifice 
themselves for others, the latter 
commands them to exploit others 
for their selfish ends. The true fol- 
lower of any religion would only 
explain the merits of his own faith 
and would never indulge in derog- 
atory act against other religions. 
Communalism always leads to 
aggression, religion never. What is 
therefore, essential, is to streng- 
then religion and suppress com- 
munalism. Love and hatred should 
be for the ideas and not for per- 
sonalities. This is the only way to 
develop a truly civilised society." 

The Religion 

The truth is that religion is 
never bad, nor its use in poli- 
tics. For, religion-whichever It is 
always, teaches, tolerance, uni- 
versal, brotherhood, honesty 
and truthfulness. But, what is 
sad is that people these days, 
are using only the name and 
symbols and not the principles 
and spirit of religion. 

This would definitely help com- 
munalism. But if religion is being 
misused by some persons for 
political gains, it does not mean 
that religion is the culprit and 
should be divorced from politics. 
For, it is at the religion alone, 
which is being misused in India. 
There is no system; which is not 
being misused or abused; this 
misuse is rampant in, virtually, all 
the departments of the Govern- 
ment be, judiciary, executive or 
Parliament alone? Why then 
blame religion alone? I will not 
hesitate in stating that there is 
something basicalHy wrong with 
our constitution which makes all 
systems susceptible to misuse. An 
ideal constitution must have an 



inherent capability to minimise the 
misuse and abuse of its provi- 
sions; if it fails to do so, it needs 
to be revised. 

Fundamentalism 

R eligious Fundamentalism’ 
has become these days 
the commonest target at 
which the politicians hurl their 
opprobruium. It is being blamed for 
all the problems that India is facing 
today. But a thorough and nonpar- 
tisan analysis would reveal that, 
out of all forms of fundamentalism, 
the worst one is the 'Political fun- 
damentalism'. The word 'funda- 
mentalism' implies adherence to 
basic principles of all the religion 
are almost the same; they may in 
no way, be detrimental to any 
society or nation. A true religious 
fundamentalist will always work for 
the betterment of all the sections 
of the society; any one whose 
deeds spread hatred cannot be a 
true (religious) fundamentalist but 
only a pseudo-fundamentalist. 
Now, because, 'Political funda- 
mentalism’ is a new term, intro- 
duced by myself. 

I would like to explain it further. 
Going by the definition of funda- 
mentalism, political fundamental- 
ism can be defined as an ideology 
that calls (rather exhorts) its fol- 
lowers to capture power, whatever 
the cost. This ideology is essen- 
tially self-centred in contrast to the 
religious one which is principle 
centred. A political fundamentalist 
will have little, if, any hesitation in 
utilising whatever methods — right 
or wrong, legal or illegal and moral 
or immoral are available to him in 
order to capture, regain or perpet- 
uate his hold on country’s or soci- 
ety's affairs. He is usually a selfish 
sort of person whose contrivances 
are almost always aimed at per- 
sonal gains. Today's politicians 
can be regarded, for all practical 
purposes, typical and true political 
fundamentalists. No wonder then 
that fruad, corruption, betrayal, 
nepotism and chauvinism — in fact 
all types of immortalities have 
become their insignia. 

For the same reason, they 
divide people on various 
grounds, their only concern Is 
the vote banks, which they have 
to seize in one way or the other. 
To woo the electorates, they 
misuse their sentiments to 
arouse sympathy or respect for 
themselves. These sentiments 
may be related to caste, reli- 
gion, language, race or religion 
which subsequently lead to 
casteism, communalism, lin- 
guistic racism and regionalism 
(which ultimately manifests into 
nationalism and sub- 
nationalism), respectively. 
Separatism, and nationalism are 
both infact, the products of 
political fundamentalism and 
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extremism. Punjab, Assam and 
Mizorm problems in India, Tamil 
problem in Sri Lanka, Sindh 
problem in Pakistan, Irish prob- 
lem in Britain and Mezo problem 
in Phillipines - the origin of all 
of these may be traced to the 
concept of nationalism, borne 
out of the same political funda- 
mentalism. 


India was partitioned because 
both Muslim and Hindu leaders 
wanted to hold key posts in the 
Government and because it was 
not possible, the Muslim Nation- 
alism was the natural conse- 
quence, to which both Hindus and 
Muslims contributed, equally. Pak- 
istan, thus formed, was again 
divided because, Islamic values 
(which are strictly against the divi- 
sion of a country) were largely, 
forgotten and replaced by Punjabi 
and Bangla Natoionalism. The 
ideology of nationalism & highly 
dangerous and malignant 
(opposed to patriotism which is a 
benign and natural lover for one’s 
home land) and does always lead 
to conflicts between different coun- 
tries as well as between different 
sections of the same country. 

I fear that I may digress from the 
real issue. So, I leave the subject 
of nationalism right away and 
come back to the role of political 
fundamentalists in spreading 
communalism. That the power 
hungry political fundamentalists do 
not waste any opportunity to 
misuse religions is clear from the 
fact that the so-called 'secular' par- 
ties have not lagged behind the 
so-called 'communal' parties in uti- 
lising religious sentiments for elec- 
toral gains. A number of commual 
riots that have erupted, since 
independence, in the country, 
have allegedly, been engineered 
or at least fanned by the same 
'secular' parties. The only differ- 
ence in a 'secular' and a ‘com- 
mual’ party (in Indian context), in 
my opinion, is that, while, the 
‘communal’ party does, always, 
utilise the sentiments of a partic- 
ular community, the ‘secular’ one 
plays with the communal senti- 
ments of different communities in 
different areas and on different 
occasions. This explains, why, 
Mrs. Gandhi, during her last elec- 
J tion campaign in Jammu, utilized J 
I Hindu sentiments to achieve vic- 
tory in that region and also tried to 
; play with the religious sentiments 
of poeple in punajb, which, unfor- 
tunately for her, boomeranged 
and, ultimately, led to her assas- 
ination. So she did not use religion 
but its name only for her political 
ambitions. 

I 

The Politicians 

T he modern Indian politi- 
cians seem to convey this 
idea to the people; if you 


are a religious figure or academi- 
cian or artist or technical expert, 
please keep away from politics. 
This is not because of any love for 
the nation, which they are least 
bothered about. They are cam- 
paigning against religoin, simply, 
because of the following reasons. 
First of all, the entry of well-known 
religious figures in politics would 
lead to a much tougher political 
battle ahead of them, which, they, 
naturally would like to avoid at all 
costs. The religious saints, Achar- 
yas and Imams enjoy the type of 
moral authority which is wanting 
with the common politicians. 
Secondly, religiousness in politics 
means that they would have to 
refrain from malpractices that they, 
in order to enhance their chances 
at hastings and also to add to their 
personal assets, would otherwise 
indulge in. Nepotism, autocract 
and fraud - all these "virtues” of 
today’s politicians will not then 
remain as easy to get away with 
as they are today. The politicians 
have almost assumed impunity 
these days; all their misdeeds are 
condoned as necessary evils of 
politics. This situation will cease to 
exist, once, strict adherence to 
morals is promised and followed, 
in which case these politicians will 
becocme not only totally unfit but 
will also find it extremely difficult to 
go unscathed; the law will always 
be there to throttle them. Thirdly, 
the politicians always need an 
issue to divert public attention form 
their failures and now, when the 
long tried formula of 'foreign hand' 
has begun to lose its earlier impact 
on public mind, they are trying to 
find in religion an alternative scap- 
egoat. 

Role of Press 

What is sad s that the press, too, 
has become a party to the cam- 
paign against religion. The press 
has not only supported the politi- 
cians in their stand on religion but 
has itself put forward various sug- 
gestions to achieve the purpose. 
These suggestions and the logic 
behind these are somewhat like 
this: One is that religious leaders 
should be debarred from joining 
politics. Very good. All the rest 
-goondas (who can stop them 
from doing whatever they like), film 
stars (when they perform so well 
on screen, why they cannot be 
expected to do the same in poli- 
tics) landlords and industrialists 
(only they can bring prosperity to 
the nation), Minister's sons or in- 
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...I am unable to agree with 
Bipan Chandra’s theory that while 
before 1947 "the main damage to 
national unity” was done by 
"Muslim communalism," it is Hindu 
communalism which now poses a 
“fascist threat and must be made 
the target of attack by secular 
forces. This was also the old 


And yet intolerance is growing in our country, 
and our media and our official agencies are 
engaged in fostering religiously and obscuran- 
tism. Who can expect such a leadership to fight 
communalism.... 


W s Madhu Limaye on Hindu 
t jalii Communalism and a Possible 

< i 

Model for a Law against Communalism 


I t is not true that there is only 
minority commualism, commu- 
nalism of Muslims and Sikhs. 
There is also the communalism of 
the majority. Because of the frag- 
mented nature of the Hindu soci- 
ety it has not assumed meancing 
proportions. Also the strength of 
the liberal tradition acted as a bar- 
rier. But this tradition has been 
weakening. 

The RSS has been openly 
propagating for over 60 years 
the concept of Hindu Rasthra. 
Atal Beharl Vajpayee, In an 
effort to give the BJP a secular 
facelift, had begun to talk of a 
"Bhartiya Rasthra" as a Hindi 
equivalent of the English term 
"Indian Nation." But the Vaj- 
payee balloon was shot down 
by the RSS leaders. ...Similarly, 
the equivocation about the RSS 
being a cultural body is also of 
no avail, for recently, Balasaheb 
Deoras himself cast away the 
veil of cultural organisation 
much to the discomfiture of 
Vajpayee. 

It is therefore, evident that what 
the RSS is seeking to achieve is 
not social consolidation of Hindus 
through destruction of caste, inter- 
dining and intermarrying nor abo- 
lition of social discrimination 
against the depressed classes, but 
militant political consolidation of 
the Hindus. They want to organise 
the hindus as a distinctive politi- 
cal community and this will militate j 
against common nationhood. 

The Minorities 

M inorities are generally 
defined by western soci- 
ologists as groups which 
a) stand in a status of sub- 
ordination in relation to the dom- 
inant group; b) are the recipient of 
discriminatory treatment and c) are 
excluded from full participation in 
the life and culture of the country 
in which they live. 

In this sense neither the Mus- 
lims nor the Christians nor the 
Sikhs here are really suppressed 
minorities. 

The Muslims till a generation or I 
two ago were a privileged minor- 
ity in North India, especially Uttar | 
Pradesh. Their share in the servi- i 
ces was higher than their nropor- I 


tion in the population. They have 
held every top office in the land 
except that of Prime Minister. They 
have been presidents, governors, 
cabinet ministers, Vice-Presidents, 
MPs and editors. The one reason 
why their economic condition and 
intellectual progress has suffered 
some decline was the migration of 
a substantial section of the Muslim 
educated elite and business 
groups from north and western 
India to Pakistan. The Mus'ims 
remained leaderless and there 
was a drag in their educational and i 
economic progress as well as in 
their share in services compared 
to the upper crusts of the Hindus. 
The Constitution does not sanction 
any sub-ordination nor does it 
allow discrimation. If the Muslims 
resolve to participate more actively 
in the public affairs, promote vig- 
orous educational activity, then 
through political action under the 
banner of secular parties they can 
certainly improve their condition. 
By cultivating a communal outlook 
of embracing isolationism they will 
not gain a higher status. It will lead 
to frustration.... 

In India, though not In consti- 
tutional, legal and political 
sense, but in the matter of their 
economic condition and social 
status, it is the scheduled 
castes and some backward 
classes (Hindu and Muslim and 
Christian) who can be called 
minorities defacto In terms of 
the aforesaid definition. 

Secular Republic 

W e call our republic a 
secular democratic rep- 
ublic. We have a chpter 
on duties which among other 
things enjoins on us to promote 
harmony and the spirit of common 
brotherhood amongst all the 
people of India transcending reli- 
gious, linguistic and regional or 
sectional diversities; to renounce 
practices derogatory to the dignity 
of women; and to develop the sci- 
entific temper, humanism and the 
spirit of inquiry and reform. 

And yet intolerance is grow- 
ing in our country, and our 
media and our official agencies 
are engaged in fostering reli- 
giously and obscurantism. Who 
C3n expect such a leadership to 
fight communalism.... 


Namboodiripad. To talk of Hindu 
fascism is to show utter ignorance 
is of the fragmented Hindu social 
reality. 

So If communalism and 
communal organisatlonas are 
to be prescribed then all 
Muslim, Sikh and Hindu Politi- 
cal parties and organisations 
(even If they act under cover of 
being cultural or religious or 
educational bodies) will have to 
be brought under the proscrip- 
tion. The question Is, can such 
a law be legally valid and will it 
stand the rest of reasonable 
restrictions laid down by the 
Supreme Court? Has any other 
democratic country tried to do 
this...? 

West Germany framed a law in 
;onformity with this Article and 
Drohibited the functioning of the 
Communist Party. The law has 
seen effectively implemented 
there. 

The Law 

A law on the same lines 
can be drafted here. But 
here a law of this type will 
only apply to communal organisa- 
tions which seek to disrupt the 
nation and not to the commnist 
parties which work within the con- 


So if communalism and communal organisa- 
tionas are to be prescribed then all Muslim, Sikh 
and Hindu Political parties and organisations 
(even if they act under cover of being cultural or 
religious or educational bodies) will have to be 
brought under the proscription. The question is, 
can such a law be legally valid and will it stand 
the rest of reasonable restrictions laid down by 
the Supreme Court? Has any other democratic 
country tried to do this...? 


stitutional framework and practice between tne communities and has 
methods of peaceful change. It exploited the minorities’ fear com- 
should take into account the opin- plex to win their bulk vote. But it 
ions expressed by the Supreme has done nothing to resolve the 
Court on the question of the fun- disputes which agitate the people 
damental right to form associa- and remove genuine grievances, 
tions. ... The official attitude to a) the ques- 

tion of punishing the culprits of the 
Even with all the ... safeguards, 1984 Delhi riots and b) the resolu- 
such a law will put enormous tion of Ram Janma Bhumi Babari 
powers in the hands of the exec- (Masjid) dispute through a quick 
utive and the danger of its abuse legal inquiry are illustrative of the 
under a government not known for general approach. Every section 
its adherence to democratic norms 0 f society must be made to feel 
is very great. On a balance of con- that it has a stake in the Indian 
siderations, therefore, I cannot state. This is the only effective bar- 
recommend it. rier against communalism and dis- 

ruption. 

There is another peril in the pro- 
posed legislation. In the last 40 
years the government has delib- 
erately increased the distance (From: The Nation) 
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This Fortnight’s Story 
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FORUM 


I did not have the courage to 
speak to Alapati Mohan Rao 
just then. It would have been 
out of place to venture a conver- 
sation with him at a time when he 
looked beyond reach, unreal, in a 
kind of trance. His eyes seemed 
glued to the far off curvings of 
Hussain Sagar, and it was from his 
look that he was torn by violence 
motions. 

It looked to me that he was 
searching tor something unnam- 
able in the deep and dense jungle 
of his past, or was impatient about 
something slipping through the 
pores his skin. An endless j 
expanse of the evening hour, the 
wind house atop the Hussain 
Sagar Dam and a fine silken driz- 
zle enmeshing all; you could not 
think of more enchanting weather, 
a better place and a pleasanter 
time in Hyderabad. What a perfect 
harmony of things and situatipn it 
wasl As the lake-kissed puffs of air 
bear against me, I wished I could 
keep getting drenched in the driz- ! 
zle and my eyes going in a swoon 
forever. I wished I could keep 
enjoying the staid, but profound 
company of Alapati Mohan Rao 
eternally. 

After a spell of smashing rain 
wisps of cloud sailed leisurely 
across the sky. Caressed by the 
black and white clusters of cloud, 
the range of hillocks was reflected 
in the placid cold waters of Hus- 
sain Sagar. The gold and bronze 
of the setting sun wove a magical ' 
pattern about them. 

It was my first meeting with Ala- 
pati Mohan Rao. An all-language 
writers’ conference was being held 
in Hyderabad, and the Telugu . 
Writeis Guild had invited writers 
attending the conference to an 
informal get together. In the majes- j 
tic hall of the Guild building, we 
were being introduced to each 
other by Mohan Rao himself. His ! 
face assumed different expres- j 
sions as he introduced the differ- I 


Shadows of Flowers 


«Gurmukh Sin gh Jeet. 


ent writers. I was stuck by the 
amazing range of emotions his 
faace was capable of assunimg, 
and I studied him intently. Abrupt 
dips of eyes now, a slight shrink- 
age of lips here, a sudden move- 
ment of hands there-his entire self 
seamed engrossed in this act of 
establishment of camaraderie. 

A lady sat brooding at the left 
corner of a long table. When it was 
her turn to be introduced, he 
looked at her suddenly transfixed. 
The next moment, he had 
retrieved his composure and 
started on again. It was like a fast 
vehicle coming to a creaking stop 
by a sudden application of the 
brake and then going on again. I 
felt as if in the course of an elab- 
orate dinner in a posh hotel some- 
thing undesirable had come into 
his mouth and, for reasons of 
sheer decorum he was obliged to 
gulp it down. For a moment many 
eyes shot out to that corner. The 
woman got up and quietly walked 
out of the hall. Alapati Mohan Rao 
resumed his job. Not many of the 
guest writers gave much attention 
to this sudden incident, they were 
perhaps busy establishing a pos- 
sible rapport among themselves. 

As we were leaving Kachiguda 
by taxi, and shook hands, in good 
bye, I looked deep into Mohan 
Rao’s eyes. He obviously detected 
the inquisitiveness in mine. In a 
decision made on the spur of the 
moment, he said, "I will call on you 
at the Legislators' Hostel this eve- 
ning, Mr. Singh, good-bye." He 
turned and was once again busy 
bidding good-bye to other writers. 

It was barely 5 P.M. when Ala- 
pati Mohan Rao stepped into my 
room. We moved on to the can- 
teen for tea. As we sat sipping the 



tea, the conversion never realy 
started; it remained informal but 
curious and informative, as though 
he was facing a journalist’s inter- 
view., Always eager to touch the 
bottom of the human heart, I felt ■ 
impatient to break his studied 
facado and see what lurked 
underneath. 

Back in the room, I narrated to 
Rao and the plot of my story ?.nd 
he was all ears. The enthusiastic 
nods, the light in his eyes, the tre- 
mors in his hands, all spoke of his 
deep interest in the story. As I 
came to the concluding parts, the 
words of a character suddenly 
sprang to my mind and I asked 
him, "Tell me, Mohan Rao, have 
you ever seen the shadows of 
flowers? And how do they really 
appear to you?" 

The tension on Rao's face had 
to an extent relaxed; where there 
was gaunt aloofness, there was 
now an open intimacy. I had suc- 
ceeded in establishing a workable 
rapport with him. Rao wrote short 
stories and novels in Telugu and 
his reputation was solid. He 
enjoyed a highly distinguished 
place in the literary milieu of 
Hyderabad and worked in many 
capacities in different literary insti- 
tutions. No function was supposed 
to be complete and successful 
without his gracious presence. 

And now Mohan Rao sat before 
me, fumbling for words to 
unburden himself of something 
that gnawed at his heart. He was 
caught between a desire to break 
out and a desire to withhold. In a 
valiant effort to resolve this 
dilemma he finally decided to 
unlimber himself. 

"Yes, I have seen the shadows 
of flowers." His words, vibrant with 
poignancy, sounded like echoes in 
a dark tunnel. "As to how they 
appear to me, I could not give you 
a clear cut reply, even though I 
quite understand the urgency of 
your question. It was years ago 
when I was a student of Osmania 
University. I had jsut started trying 
my pen and some of my stories 
had been published in Telugu per- 
iodicals. Temperamentally I was 
different, withdrawn, self- 
absorbed, with virtually little or no 
interest in social activities. But my 
writings broke my shell and made 
me a centre of attraction amidst 
the fraternity. 

"One day, as I was busy read- 
ing Thomas Mann in the library of 
the arts faculty, I suddenly found 
myself submerged in a lingering 
fragrance. I looked up and saw 
Biramma Reddy sitting close by. 
She was a classfellow. Goethe's 
Faust lay open before her, and she 
threw furtive glances at me. When 
I looked back, her lingers ner- 
vously brushed the pages of the 
book. As long as I sat there, she 
remained unmoved her, eyes 


glued to the book. I saw a rainbow 
of colours descend in her eyes and 
an iridescent brilliance steady over 
her face. I don’t remember now 
how long I remained lost in the 
chime of her bangles. Her face 
was the colour of raw coconut 
sprinkled with fine sindoor. Her 
long pointed fingers spoke of an 
inner artist. She got up to go — her 
elegant movements scintillating 
like the postures of bharata 
natyam. I knew even then that in 
Reddy I had met my destiny, 
caught a vision of the most perfect 
imagination. 

"I encountered her many times 
afterwards, but a few casual glan- 
ces apart, she never spoke a word 
to me. Her father, Narasimha 
Reddy, a business magnate, was 
the patron of numerous literary 
and social institutions. One day 
when I entered my room in Guin- 
dypet, i found an invitation card 
waiting for me. There was a dance 
festival in Rabindra Bharati the 
next day, featuring a host of cel- 
ebrated artists. I was pleasantly 
surprised by Reddy's name 
appearing against bharata 
natyam. I never knew before that 
she was a dancer. 

"Incidentally, that was also the 
day my first novel Anveshana was 
to come out in its third edition. The 
occasion was to be celebrated in 
a small, selective function where 
I was to present a copy of the book 
to the State Education Minister. 
Obviously it was a day of some 
importance to me but I cut it short 
and rushed to Ravindra Bharati to 
be in time. The curtain went up 
and to my surprise, it was 
Biramma who opened the show 
with Vandana. Later she 
presented her immaculate bharata 
natyam. The hall resounded for 
long with sustained applause. The 
programme over, many from the 
audience rushed backstage to 
congratulate their favourite 
artistes. I stood undecided for a 
long time and, finally, when the 
hall was nearly empty, sneaked in 
behind the stage. Biramma was 
still there, sitting in a corner. The 
compere and other artists were 
about to leave, glowing with the 
adulation lavished on them. I felt 
as if Biramma’s eyes said, "I knew 
it Alapati, knew it for sure, you 
would come', and in response to 
my congratulations she said, 'My 
performance was a tribute to the 
success of your novel. My dad too 
is a great admirer of your book.’ 

"It was enough. The words, the 
first ones and I ever heard from 
her, stirred my entire beings and 
yet I was rendered silent. Was it 
really necessary to give voice to 
what I felt? When the heart and 
the eyes start speaking volumes in 
their silence, the voice loses its 
faculties, transmutes itself in the 
language of silence t~m 

"I cannot count the times and 


places we met after that. My room, 
the Salazar museum, Usman 
Sagar, Sultan Bazar, Kwality 
Restaurant — all have receded to 
the hollows of my memory, resting 
in the layers of my sub-conscious. 
Time and again she came back in 
my stories with names changed' 
and descriptions transformed. I 
knew for sure that all her dance 
mudras were addressed to me, no 
matter what the audience was. In 
the limbs of her body, in the pos- 
tures of her art, in the recitation of 
her songs, there was a silent 
commitment of life long partner- 
ship with me. 

"She finished her medical 
course, I my law. Our friendship 
had flowered into a delicate intim- 
acy of two ardent souls and her 
father Knew this quite well." 

Alapati paused for a moment. 
Wrinkles of deep agony appeared 
momentarily on his weathered 
face. He seemed gathering his 
breath and struggling to continue 
with unruffled, steady mien. I 
nodded him on. 

"One day," he continued, "When 
I reached her house, I saw her sit- 
ting in a corner — a sculpted figure 
of melancholy and depression. 
What an ominuous evening that 
wasl Seeing me enter she burst 
into violent sobs. She was incon- 
solable and after repeated pec^ 
suasions she told me that 
father had betrothed her to a 
famous doctor, Chandramauli of 
Vijayawada. She could not declare 
to her father the promise she had 
made to me. The rest of her words 
got muffled by her sobs. 

I was tunned. I could not ima- 
gine Biramma separated from 
me — she, whose every movement 
was a ray of new consciousness 
for me; whose every smile 
revealed a new, unsuspected 
galaxy of stars in my eyes, whose 
deep, languid breath had left my 
crazy at times. I came back 
robbed, leaving her crying. .She 
had finished me and yet I could noi 
hold her guilty; the picture of the 
flood of tp? s in her eyes assured 
me of her innocence. 

"But how could I forget her? Had 
she not become a part of my 
being? In the desolate corner of 
my heart there was place for none 
else now. Pushed to the brink of 
stark lunacy, increasingly I sought 
my place in the world of creation. 

I found my solace between the 
folds of a book. Perhaps I was 
trying to reconstruct through my 
pen what I had failed to achieve in 
rny life. 

"Years rolled bv. One aay, 
sometime bask, our interlocked 
destinies brought us face to face 
at a chance meeting 'n Kwality res- 
taurant. She was with her hus- 
band. She was in Hyderabad for 
the first time after her marriage. 
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She invited me to her table which 
I could not refuse. She introduced 
me to her husband as her friend 
and a famous writer. She was all 
attention to me so long we sat 
there. I talked to her husband, my 
eyes scanning the murals of the 
hotel wall. 

"Mr. Singh, I have never doub- 
ted it for a moment that I remain 
the same Alapati for Biramma. 
She had desired me then as she 
desires me now, but she can 
never be mine. Biramma is a 
flower whose fragrance is meant 
for me, but there is her shaded 
cool to which I can never a right. 
Is it really necessary to have 
access to the shade of it too, to 
enjoy the fragrance of a flower? 
Tell me Mr. Singh, is it so, must it 
be so?" 

Mohan Rao looked mellow with 
emotion. Not a sign of bitterness, 
not a line of resentment on his 
face. An ethereal, all prevasive 
heavenly love writ large on his 
lace, he low looked a different 
star, ' off on the^ firmament. 
Then *s a touch of divine gaiety 
a bo i m. He looked lovable and 

I embraced and hugged him affec- 
tinately. After another spell of 
heavy dowripor the weather had 
become even more charming. A 
slow rhythmic wind rustled with the 
softest whisper, a fine rain-like 
watery dust fell on Hussain Sagar 
in a kind of dance and the left over 
incandescence of the disappeared 
sun lit the lingering moments of the 
evering. Mohan Rao started 
humming in Telugu. May be far of 
e future but that evening must 
come some day, the song went. 

"Alapati, this is the evening you 
sing off. But did you not play rough 
with Biramma today when you 
suddenly turned icy in the Writers' 
Guild Hall, finding her right before 
you?" 

"Wait, Mr. Singh, I have not told 
you everything. The mystery 
remains half narrated yet. After the 
loss of Biramma, no girl would 
interest me — or come close to the 
innermost recesses of my heart. 
Of course, many came and 
touched the fringe of my shell, a 
few of them mistook me to be their 
own, and yet others continue to 
think that I could have been theirs. 
But my sullen, rugged interior and 
my cold indifference gradually fru- 
strated them and they went their 
way. True, they have sharpened 
my pen, titillated my nerves, given 
a push to my otherwise janned 
wheels of life. In a way I am grate- 
ful to them, they have saved me 
from the crushing loneliness and 
heavy boredom which at times 
enveloped me like an octopus. 
Their transient company proved 
refreshing for me and if I have 
always maintained a prolific pen, 
it is largely due to the renewal of 
soul I went through after every 
such affair. 

"I never married; for one who 
had once enjoyed a Biramma's 
nectar it was virtually an impossi- 
ble proposition. Caught in the 
magic of her aroma you lose your 


real self ; you cannot forget her, nor 
will she let you forget her. I could 
not continue my law practice. And 
now I am in a job which entails 
extensive public contacts in all 
walks of life. In the arid desert of 
my life women at times have come 
like torrents of rain and created 
oasis of happiness. And that was 
all. I could not attach any more 
importance to them. 

"But Mr. Singh, today I will let 
you have a glimpse of yet another 
kind of flower." Leaving the chair, 
he stood up and we sauntered 
through the platform on the long 
bridge of Hussain Sagar. We 
walked past the bushes. He 
looked soft like a child and picked 
up the thread once more to com- 
plete his story. 

"Tahira Shahanaz, a famous 
name in Urdu short story, ia a 
friend of mine. One day she told 
me that Lalitha, one of her friends, 
was a great fan of my writings and 
that she ardently desired to meet 
me. 'She blushes red whenever 
you figure in the conversation.’ 
She told me, perhaps to spur me 
on towards Lalitha. 

"But I was not very enthusiastic 
about it because the number of my 
fans was legion now and also 
because so many women had 
crossed my life that I felt absolutely 
no inspiration to go ahead chasing 
yet another new name. Again and 
again Tahira talked of Lalitha and 
•praised her more lavishly than 
before, I remained my usual self, 
aloof, untouched, indifferent. 
Tahira felt surprised. She too had 
once been quite near to me but 
had never found me that disinter- 
ested in women. She still insisted 
that Lalitha would very much like 
to meet me once. 

"One fine evening I returned 
home quite late. I found the lights 
on in the verandah and a girl cas- 
ually thumbing a magazine. As I 
stepped in she started and kept 
still. It needed no elabotate intro- 
duction to know who she was. I 
knew instinctively that she was 
Lalitha. I immediately started a 
conversation, enquired of her 
hobbies and searched her true 
appetites She spoke of her inter- 
est in my stories. We skipped from 
one story to the other interspersed 
with statements on various 
aspects of writing. It was getting 
late but the chain of talk went on 
and on. I ventured to ask her to 
make coffee and she had two cups 
ready quickly. I noted that there 
was a delicate poise to her bear- 
ing, which spoke of her refinement 
and taste. I don’t remember how 
long this chat and the simultane- 
ous probing of each other's heart 
went on. When I woke up in the 
morning she was still there in deep 
sleep — her face a halo of serenity. 
Locks of hair were spread all over 
her forehead and face and she 
looked radiant. Once again I felt 
the veins of my body charged with 
new energy 

"Lalitha kept on paying me 
these amorous visits at intervals, 
' but she could never get deep 


Tree 

• 777/s tree saved me from the ■ 
scorching sun, 

This tree sheltered me from the 
slashing rain 
This tree lives 
and Hive - We are friends. 
And one day when it is cut. 

its cracking wood piled into 
a heap 

and thrown in the ceme- 
tery, 

It shall wait for me there 
embrace me in the 
warmth of its flames, 

ashes mixed with ashes, 
and in the reunion we 
shall both perish, 
we are friends 

Satl S. Singh 


My mind was made up when 
she came back in the evening. Her 
eyes brimming with tears, she 
wiped her face several times 
before breaking into speech. In a 
final bid to persuade me she 
beseeched, ‘Look, Alapathi, your 
writings wrought a magic in me 
and I staked my life on it. I have 
surrendered everything to you and 
even carry your child in my body. 
Do you find it difficult to accept me 
even now?’ 

I gave a sardonic laugh and 
said, "you, Lalitha dear one, I am 
already a prey to Biramma’s fra- 
grance I can't liberate myself from 
her. I have complete sympathy 
with you; you have to undergo a 
severe hardship for me and I am 
ready to compensate it in any 
other way. We will consult a 
doctor. If what you say is true. I am 
with you If not, then you don’t have 
a right to usurp Biramma's place 
in my heart." 

"Mr. Singh! I could not sleep a 
wink that night. Lying resigned in 
my embrace. Lalitha wept bitterly, 
Time and again I tried to cool her 
down. I caressed her body was 
consoled her soul. Her restless 
heart writhed in pain; her breast 
heaved with sighs of agony. 

Taking a chair in a desolate 
corner of the restaurant Mohan 
Rao ordered beer. 


"True, Mr. Singh, Lalitha is a 
flower but her fragrance could not 
weave any magicon me. She was 
eager to take me into the coolth of 
her shade, but I refused. And there 
was Biramma whose shade I 
craved but could not get. We are 
writers, Mr. Singh; we go deep into 
the labyrynths of heart. But tell me, 
what are these flowers and what 
are their shadows?" 

The cloud had opened up when 
we came out of the hotel and 
patches of starry sky shone 
through them. In the reigning 
peace of the night, Alapati looked 
divine. 
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Aurora flays 
Thackeray’s remarks 


NEW DELHI, March 23: The 
Akali member of the Rajaya 
Sabha, Mr. J.S Aurora, today took 
objection to the recent reported 
statement by the Shiv Sena chief, 
Mr. Bal Thackeray which, he main- 
tained, amounted to "threatening 
the Sikhs community in Bombay." 

The Sikh leaders there had 
already publicly stated that they 
were against Khalistan and 
extremism, but Mr. Thackeray did 


not seem to be satisfied with it, he 
said in a special mention in the 
House today. He continued to hold 
out the threat of economic sanc- 
tions against this community. 

Mr. Aurora said the Shiv Sena 
chief wanted the Sikhs to believe 
that they were living in Bombay 
because of his "generosity". He 
demanded that suitable action be 
taken against Mr. Thackeray for 
these utterances. 
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within me. One night, when I 
returned home, I found her waiting 
for me. She look astir within, 
ready to burst out. „i a touchng 
and loving manner she confided to 
me that she was carrying my baby 
and that she looked forward to the 
day when we would be united for- 
ever. For reasons i forget now I 
was feeling morose and 
depressed that day. But when I 
heard this bit of news, I was for a 
moment stupefied. I had steered 
clear of such a mishap aall my way 
and I could not believe how it could 
happen now. Finding me unre- 
sponsive, she burst into tears. I 
kept my calm and she pased the 
night sobbing in my arms. I told her 
I would make up my mind in the 
next couple of days." 

Walking past the bridge we 
stood near the crossing now, it 
was late in the night anu t traf- 
fic from Secunderabad had 
thinned. Slowly we moved on to 
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Letters 

Let the Nation be warned! 


Sir, 

Shri Mulgaokar may well be 
right. His piece "A new intiative or 
a new disaster?* in the Indian 
Express fears that we may be 
heading for a dtsaster in Punjab. 
I am really bewildered that the 
present blind Government at the 
Centre is taking the Nation for a 
ride and to tl)B brink of disaster by 
it santi-natienaf policies. 

The brutalisation of the Punjab 
youth has been brought about by 
the senseless policies of the Con- 
gress (I) and Central Government 
and God knows where they will 
lead us now. I used to write 
against Bhindrawala’s histrionics 
and even wrote to him in an open 
letter to put me on the hit list but 
not degrade Sikhism. I am not a 
political person. In fact I serve lep- 
rosy patients, none of whom is a 
Sikh, in Maharashtra, where Bal 
Thackeray wants to boycott all 
Sikhs. However, when Mrs. 
Gandhi, in an unstatesman like 
action of invading the Golden 
Temple, gave the first blow to 
national unity and integrity, even 
the self-proclaimed agnostic in 
Khushwant Singh returned his 
Padma Vibhushan. Even I was 
badly hurty because Golden 
Temple was not Bhindrdnwale’s 
temple. It belongs to entire human- 
ity. Indeed it hurt the entire Sikh 
community. Khushwant Singh 
even called the action as amount- 
ing to the laying the foundation 
stone of Khalistan! 

The Central Government has 
consistently killed moderate initia- 
tives by ignoring Longowal before 
Bluestar, by dividing the Akalis and 


yet ignoring Barnala by giving him 
nothing to show to the Sikhs and 
later ignoring Darshan Singh and 
Sushil Mini. Now that, despite the 
long-standing demand of the 
entire public opinion and civilized 
humanity to release or try the 
Jodpur detenus and punish the 
criminals of Nov. 84 anti-Sikh 
carnage, Govt, has thought it fit to 
release only 40 persons, it has 
come out with proposals for emer- 
gency in Punjab and continued 
President’s rule (which means 
Ray-Ribeiro’s repressive rule for 
the Sikh Youth). And it goes on 
sheltering the criminals of Nov. 
1984. 

When Mrs. Gandhi attacked 
Golden Temple, I wrote that the 
Nation will regret this action for 
years and decades. Today I 
i believe that Emergency and con- 
tinued repression will lead to the 
balkanisation of the country. The 
youth is mad and by its mad acts 
of killing innocent people deserves 
condemnation and punishment. 
Who has made them mad? Harik- 
ishan Singh Surjit is on record that 
Mrs. Gandhi backed out thrice on 
the agreement reached before 
Blue Star. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has 
played havoc with the Rajiv Lon- 
gowal agreement. 

Let the Nation be warned I If 
country is balkanised, Central 
Govt, itself will have to blame. 

Yours etc. 

„ BHAGWANT SINGH 

DALAWAP.i 

Tapovan, Amravati, 444602. 
(Maharasthra), 16th March 1988 


the background before the onrush 
of the later events; the police lathi 
charge followed by an unprece- 
dented widespread strike by law- 
yers, and capped'by a Congress 
(I) — led assault on the lawyers. A 
series of high level talks, both 
among the senior lawyers and with 
the administration, has not appar- 
ently helped so far to diffuse the 
situation. The majority of the strik- 
ing lawyers appear to be satisfied 
with nothing short of Kiran Bedi’s 
suspension. 

The lawyers' demands have 
evoked curious responses which 
reflect the ludicrous constellation 
of attitudes prevalent among the 
urban middle classes. Obsessod 
with the maintenance of law and 
order and with their own security, 
to the extent of waiving all demo- 
cratic and legal norms, members 
of these classes have no qualms 
in demanding 'stern police action’ 
or lough security laws' to quell all 
disturbances. Tough cops (like 
Ribeiro) and strong arm methods 
(like the Anti-Terrorists Act) are 
becoming increasingly popular 
with them. Quite predictably, they 
have come out in defence of Kiran 
Bedi who is regarded by them as 
a "conscientious serving woman 
officer carrying out her duties in 
face of unjustified malignment" 
(the words used by certain MPs in 
Lok Sabha recently). 

Kiran Bedi eminently fills the Bill. 
Like a spring-wound robot with the 
necessary programme already fed 
in. she will continue to order beat- 
ing up of student demonstrators or 
lawyers and protect corrupt and 
sadistic policemen, until the distant 
switches are put off someday, may 
be with the arrival of a new home 
minister. The present incumbent 
Buta Singh still remains staunchly 
behind her. Her minions are quite 
understandably happy with her. As 
a police official at Samerpur-Badli 
station in north Delhi (from where 
the Congress(l) gathered demon- 
strators with the help of the police 
to launch an assault on the strik- 
ing lawyers on February 17) said: 
"All of us are willing to die for Mrs 
Kiran Bedi". 

Concepts like class solidarity do 
not apply to the Delhi middle 
classes. The same lawyers who 
are on strike today, watched with 
growing resentment the strike of 
the college teachers a few months 
ago, when they complained that 
their sons and daughters were suf- 
fering because of the strike. Today 
the college teachers are annoyed 
with the lawyers because their 
cases pending before the courts 
might get delayed. 

Concepts like contradictions are 
also paling into insignificance 
before the ongoing march of reli- 
gious or linguistic contradictions. 
Even the basic conflict between' 
the state's repressive forces on the 
one hand, and the citizen's demo- 
cratic rights on the other, now 
appear to be obfuscated by yet 
another new conflict — that 
between the sexes. Women’s 
organisations — known for their 
radical feminist postures and 


Lawyer : Strike 
POLITICS Middle Class 
Obfuscations 

A Correspondent Writes: 


THE police in India consider the 
right of raping women as one of 
the perks in and underpaid job. In 
a village in the Deoghar district of 
Bihar, cops indulged in a mass 
rape and looting spree on Febru- 
ary 19. Unlike in the past when 
cops could get away with such 
conduct — considered minor indis- 
cretion in their code of 
behaviour — this time, to the sur- 
prise of all, suspension orders 
have been issued against them by 
the new chief minister of Bihar, 
Bhagwat Jha Azad whose only 
,aim to distinction so far had been 
nis unimpeachable record as an 
incompetent union minister. His 
recent action in such circumstancs 
an only be interpreted as reflect- 
ing his desperate urge to refurbish 
his image. 

It seems that everytime people 
suffer a grievance, we need a new 
minister to undo the mischief 
’ committed under his predecessor. 
However inept or corrupt the new 


incumbent might be otherwise, he 
is sure to take a few populist mea- 
sures, at least during the initial 
stage of his tenure, to bolster up 
his image as a mini-Mr. Clean, fol- 
lowing the precedent set by the 
leader of his party. 

Judging by this type of minister- 
ial behaviour in the ruling party, we 
feel that the only hope for the strik- 
ing lawyers of Delhi now lies with 
the replacement of union home 
minister Buta Singh by a new face 
who would endear himself to the 
capital's legal profession by sus- 
pending (or transferring) the city’s 
deputy policy commissioner, Kiran 
Bedi, who had earned the displea- 
sure of the lawyers by her order of 
lathi charge on the lawyers on 
January 21 . The original source of 
all the troubles — the arrest of a 
lawyer on charges of theft and his 
handcuffing by the police (the 
latter regarded illegal according to 
an earlier Supreme Court 
judgment) — has now receded into 


vociferous otherwise against 
police atrocities — have curiously 
enough remained silent. Some 
among them in private come out 


in defence of Kiran Bedi, uphold- 
ing her as an honest 'woman 
police officer' who is being bela- 
boured by male chauvinist pigs. 


(Economic And Political Weekly) 



Beyond the Body ... 


No intention 

My impression is that the Gov- 
ernment only wants to go through 
the motions of having talks with 
the terrorists, without any intention 
of reaching a settlement. It 
appears that Rajiv Gandhi once 
again wants to play the Sikh card 
during the next election. After 
giving the semblance of having 
held talks with the terrorists, the 
Government may say that they 
have become irrelevant. Is Buta 
Singh relevant/ They at least won 
their Assembly seats; Buta Singh 
could not have done even that and 
had to go to a "safe" constituency 
in Rajasthan to win a Lok Sabha 
seat. And even if Badal and Bar- 
nala or, for that mater, the Akalis, 
are not relevant in the present sit- 
uation, who reduced them to that 
status? 

It was unfortunate that Mrs. 
Indria Gandhi preferred a military 
solution to the problem which 
before the Bhindranwale factor 
was introduced, was limited to 
demands listed above "best 
efforts" has not been able to reach 
a "compromise" with them; and 
hence "no alternative" to imposing 


(Continued from Page 16) 

emergency, the period of which 
under the constiutional amend- 
ment can be extended up to three 
years. And then a phase of unbrid- 
led. repression; arrests and 
searches without warrants and 
elimination of "undesirables" with- i 
out trial. 

This may work as it did in the 
1984 poll. Since Punjab is upper- 
most in the minds of Hindus and 
since the impression is that the 
Sikhs are to blame, Rajiv Gand- 
hi's appeal to the majority to "save 
Bharat Mata "by making the 
Centre strong may do the trick. 
The Opposition's argument for 
conciliation and political solution 
may be interpreted as signs of 
weakness. 

The examples of togetherness 
shown by the Sikhs in village Sahri 
and the love for his -motherland 
expressed by Bara Singh should 
have put the Punjab situation in 
the proper perspective, but the 
media have misplaced emphasis; 
the extremists have their pound of 
flesh to extract; the Congress (I) 
wants to win the next elections, the 
actors have their lines ready and 
another tragedy is about to unflod 
on the stage. 
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Book Review 


Politics of Convenience 


Punjab politics in National Per- 
spective by A.S. Narang, Delhi 
GKanjali Publishing House, 212 
Vikrm Vihar, Vihar Lajpat Nagar 
IV, New Delhi 110024. 0P. 229, 
Rs.40.00 

The book is the updated edition 
of author's earlier work. 

A common thread running 
throughout the author's analysis of 
Punjab politics is the emphasis on' 
the structural context of Indian pol- 
itics in general and of Punjab pol- 
itics in particular. Another level of 
analysis followed by the author is 
1o examine politics in Punjab in the 
-context of politics at the national 


In Chapter I, the study adopts 
the overarching framework of the 
dilemmas of the Indian democra- 
tic experience particularly keeping 
in view the development strategy 
which was adopted by the task of 
socio-economic change and 
national integration in a culturally 
pluralistic' society. The adoption of 
a predominantly capitalist path of 
development, alongwith a parti- 
cipatory democracy based on 
electoral politics, without changing 
the essentially non-egalitarian 
nature of society has led to distor- 
tions which reverbate in the type 
of politics which manifested itself 
in Punjab in the recent years. 

^jn^mphasising the multi- 
dimensionality of politics, the 
author portrays carefully the inter- 
wined political, social, economic 
and religious factors in the politics 
of Punjab. Without mincing words, 
the author finds an explanation of 
Punjab politics in terms of power 
politics, often unprincipled, of the 
ruling classes whether projected 
by the Congress or by the Akali 
Dal. It is such unprincipled politics 
that has often rendered all the fis- 
sions and divisions of the society 
explosive. Punjab has been no 
exception to this. The Akali Dal 
which plays an important part in 
politics in Punjab, has always had 
religious overtones in its activities 
as its politics is closely linked with 
the control of the Gurudwaras. As 
a result, power struggles otthe 
ruling classes, involving both ruling 
and opposition parlies have 
tended to polarize politics along 
communal lines which has often 
porjected the question of commu- 
nal identity in an explosive 
manner. At such junctures the 
limits of the commitment of the 
ruling classes to secularism and 
‘Politics of consensus’ (Chapter II) 
become evident. This eventually 
leads to a 'Breakdown of Consen- 
sus' (Chapter III) and then to a 
‘Politics of Confrontation' (Chapter 
IV). In such a situation the bitter 
'no-holds-barred struggle for power 
among the ruling classes leads to 
a situation of 'Minimalist Politics’ 
(Chapter V) i.e. "a tendency to 
make politics and political conflicts 
in particular move within a narrow 
groove" (p. 110). The ruling party 


as well as parties in opposition 
must all take the blame for restor- 
ing to such politics. The author, 
therefore, sees the developments 
in Punjab as the direct outcome of 
divisive, sectarian and opportunis- 
tic politics of the ruling clases and 
not of any inherent extremism of 
fundamentalism of either the Sikh 
or the Hindu community. 

The increasing relevance of a 
party like the Akali Dal with reli- 
gious and communal violence, its 
articulation of the interests of 
essentially the Jat-Sikh peasantry 
and its culmination in the adoption 
of the Anandpur Sahib resolution 
are all set by the author against 
the background of the quest for 
power on the pari of an econom- 
ically important segment of the 
society in Punjab which had been 
a product of the Green Revolution 
but which had been denied power 
for a long time. Thus the author 
notes that "in the Akali pro- 
gramme, the need of fulfilment of 
economic demands of farmers first 
took the form of struggle for regi- 
onal autonomy and then for the 
pre-eminence of Sikhs." (p.92). 

In a very objective analysis, the 
author examines why the Akali Dal 
whose leadership has often rec- 
ognized the need to secularize the 
party and open the doors to non- 
Sikhs has retained its essentially 
communal character. The author 
finds the reason for this in mainly 
two compelling factors : (a) the 
presence of economic, linguistic 
and religious cleavages which the 
compulsions of electoral politics 
have sought to accentuate and 
distort and (b) the need to have 
access to the vast resources of the 
SGPC which is the 'life-line' of 
Sikh politics, which compels the 
Akali Dal to insist on the insepar- 
ability of religion and politics. The 
extremist stands taken sometimes 
by some Sikh groups also have 
roots in this need to control the 
SGPC - the panthic platform of the 
Sikhs. Moreover, the Akali Dal is 
essentially a Jat-based organiza- 
tion of rich peasants, with whom 
the non-Jat-Sikhs have both caste 
and class contradictions and 
therefore, the Dal is unable to 
mobilise them on socio-economic 
issues very easily. Hence religion 
is emphasized. But this reinforced 
Hindu communalism and therein 
lies the dilemma of Punjab politics. 

To advance its political fortunes, 
the Congress too, on occasions 
exploited the intimate link between 
Sikh religion and politics. The 
author illustrates this with the dub- 
ious role of Giani Zail Singh as the 
Chief Minister of Punjab in 1972 
and of Indira Gandhi and her party 
during the government of Akali- 
Janata combine in Punjab in 1 977. 
The rise of Bhinranwala is seen by 
the author as partly rooted in this 
phase of opportunistic politics of 
the Congress in Punjab. 

At the same time, the Akali Dal 


has been equally opportunistic in 
emphasizing the need for religious 
solidarity more when out of power 
than when in power. Added to this 
is the divisions within the party at 
the base, which have been sharp- 
ened by the Congress to counter 
Akali sectarianism. Also the mod- 
erate element within the Dal has 
often played a quiesant role vis- 
a-vis the extremists. 

The gradual domination of the 
extremist element in Akali politics 
particularly in the 80's, is related 
by the author, to, among other 
things, the rural urban dichotomy. 
The essence of the turmoil in 
Punjab, according to the author, 
was the conflict of economic inter- 
ests of two sections, of the rulina 
blco — the rich farmers and the big 
bourgeoisie. Due to the urban bias 
in planning, rural discontent set in. 
But it acquired the form of a Sikh 
struggle against the Indian Mate 
because farmers in Punjab were 
largely Sikhs. The rural discontent 
started taking a militant turn in 
Punjab under the guidance of 
Bhindranwale. 

With regard to the timing of the 
operation Bluestar while another 
interesting study on Punjab (Tully, 
Mark and Satish Jacob, Amritsar: 
Mrs. Gandhi’s Last Battle, New 
Delhi, Rupa, 1 985) traces it to the 
'indecisiveness' of Indira Gandhi, 
the author relates it more to her 
electoral calculations. Tor her, the 
Punjab situation, though explo- 
sive, promised a lot to her party" 
(p. 1 50). While concerding that 
Indira Gandhi was herself not 
communal, the author holds that 
she, however, used communalism 
to advance her political interests. 
On the Punjab issue, her govern- 
ment, the author feels, was com- 
pletely successful in manipulating 
the responses of the people so 
much so that the fact that "the 
extremists and Congress were 
responsible for the Punjab crisis 
more than the Akali Dal" (p.153^ 
got completely befogged in the 
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eupnoria that followed Operation 
Blue-Star. 

The recent Punjab Accord and 
the Assembly elections are seen 
by the author as attempts at 
rebuilding consensus which had 
broken down as only a consensus 
approach can help the ruling 
classes to keep the exploitative 
class relations undisturbed. There- 
fore, neither the Accord nor the 
successful completion of electoral 
process by themselves spell the 
end of the Sikh fundamentalism or 
extremism as this has deep 
socio-economic reasons. 


A notable feature of the book is 
that the analysis of the more 
recent political development in 
Punjab is offered in terms of fac- 
tors which are entirely internal to 
the country rather than in terms of 
external factors conspiring to 
destabilise the country. On the 
whole, it is a perceptive and 
enlightening account of Punjab 
politics from the emergence of the 
Akali movement to the present 
day Punjab. 
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Understanding the Dacoity Problem 

N.F.S. JANUARY 1988 ARTICLES 

Findings of a Study 

Bharat Dogra 


In many parts of the country, the people are living 
a highly insecure existence due to the operations of 
one or more dacoit gangs. Ironically, the police ope- 
rations to apprehend the dacoits create more pro- 
blems for the ordinary people instead of removing 
them. An attempt is made in this article to study the 
impact of this problem, as well as its nature and 
causes, though a case study of Banda district. In the 
first part the findings of a significant study by a soci- 
ologist, B.N. Juyal, are summarised. 


I n a study which deserves to be 
known much more widely rel- 
ative to the limited attention it 
has received so far, Prof. B.N. 
Juyal of the Gandian Institute of 
Studies, Varanasi, has thrown 
important light on the nature of the 
dacoity problem as well as the 
counter dacoity operations under- 
taken by the police. This study, 
titled encounter killings of dacoits 
- the face of repression in a pea- 
sant society’s has been made in 
the context of the situation in 
Banda district (located in Bundelk- 
hand region of Uttar Pradesh) but 
the observations made by it have 
a wider relevance to several other 
parts of the country known for the 
activity there of several dacoit 
gangs. 

In this study Prof. Juyal 
describes in some detail the 
socio-economic setting of the area 
from which the dacoits emerge. 
Traditional oppression of the har- 
ijan landless peasants, to which 
the authorities still often turn a 
blind eye, is described, as in the 
following two examples. 

The Beginning 

In village Ghoshan under Tind- 
wari PS one harijan was killed by 
some caste Hindus and his wife 
and child grievously injured. The 
assailants were identified by his 
wife and her statement duly 
recorded under section 164 Cr. 
Pc. The crime was committed on 
Raksha Bandhan day in 1982 (4 
August) but no arrests were made 
at least until December 1982 and 
the murderers were left free to ter- 
rorise other harijan families. 

One Thakur Ethoopal Singh of 
Village Tendura under Bisanda PS 
is said to have proclaimed himself 
as a sworn enemy of the harijans. 
He assaults them at will with or 
without any pretext. The respon- 
dents counted that the maniac 
Thakur had grievously hurt six har- 
ijans recently (within the last two 
to three months). They were 
admitted in the district hospital at 
Banda and there were proper 
medical reports about the injuries 
inflicted on them. FIR were regis- 
tered against him despite police 
dilly-dallying but no proceedings 
had started against him. 


However, to the old forms of 
exploitation new sources of ten- 
sion are being added. In the words 
of Prof. Juyal "side by side with 
unbridled economic exploitation, 
another battle ground has been 
opened over the grabbing of 
community assets and resources 
and it is in this battle that the 
administration (most importantly 
police which has the largest 
monopoloy of extra legal coercian 
and violence) the politicians and 
the crime syndicates have joined 
together." 

Land Reforms 

It is an unequal battle and 
despite the off-repeated commit- 
ment of the government to distri- 
bute land among the landless "the 
initiative of the intended benefici- 
aries to secure the bits of land fal- 
ling to their share has been 
suppressed and in many villages 
the village power structure has 
succeeded in frustrating the gov- 
ernment's policy with the active 
complicity of its own functionaries." 

In this socio-economic setting 
Prof. Juyal defines the exact role 
of dacoity. 

"Dacoity In Its Institutional 
form Is essenitlally an Instru- 
ment of class repression rather 
than being simply an agency of 


criminal accumulation through 
loot and plunder. It Is a regular 
means of exerting structural 
violence for holding down the 
underdogs. It Is very much part 
of the politics of 'teaching les- 
sons' and of taking the guts out 
of the few assertive elements 
that raise their heads from the 
ranks of the oppressed people." 

Elaborating this view of the 
dacoity problem, the author goes 
on to show who are the real inter- 
ests sustaining the dacoit gangs 
and who are the real sufferers of 
the so called dacoity eradication 
drives - in other words who are 
really criminals and who get 
caught? 

Regarding the inquiries he 
made in some villages covered by 
the Badausa Police Station, Prof. 
Juyal says, "Indeed it was strongly 
suspected by the people that the 
gang was actually run sheltered 
and protected by the same big 
landholding interests and often 
used to harass and cowdown the 
oppressed agricultural labourers in 
the villages under their sway. They 
were also the henchmen of pow- 
erful political bosses. The kingpin 
of this clique is said to be control- 
ling about 3000 acres of land, a 
good part to be in the name of a 
Sanskrit Vidyalaya and another 
chunk under a charitable family 
thrust. They run a regular crim 
syndicate in order to maintain their 
power and protect their interests." 

Encounters 

While inquiring into some other 
instances, says Prof. Juyal, "was 
advised to took into the antece- 
dents of those who were cited by 
the police as the witnesses to the 
police encounters, and to find for 
himself that most of them were- 
involved in dacoity cases. More 
than one respondents gave the 
name of a prominent Cong. I 


leader and dared anybody to go 
and search his house at the district 
headquarter and find at least a 
dozen wanted dacoits hiding 
there. It is said that this person 
was involved in a score cases of 
dacoities. He had even won elec- 
tion to Panchayat and co- 
operative bodies unanimously. 
The big contractor of Manikpur 
area, trading in tendu leaves and 
other forest produce, who was 
once elected to the Parliament and 
some of the prominent leaders of 
the other parties of the district are 
known to have leaned on the sup- 
port of the gangs. Even several 
lawyers of the district were alle- 
gaed to have given protection to 
the dacoit gangs because they 
were valuable clients." 

These findings lead the author 
to the concept of 'outlaws and 
inlaws' - in other words those who 
appear to be the dacoits in action 
end those elites who control them 
from their position of influence. 

"The investigation was given 
several convincing examples of 
known elite characters. They run 
outlaw gangs or hire out arms to 
them. Their hands are not hidden 
from the law. They are the 'inlaws'. 
It depends on one’s resources in 
dealing with the law and ability to 
manage to remain on the right side 
of the fence." 

The Influentials 

Further "they (dacoit gangs) 
have to depend on the local 
influentials and power brokers to 
keep the police at bay, mobilize 
effective legal help when needed, 
and also provide other resources, 
more importantly - arms and 
ammunition. The gangs are 
indeed manipulated by them and 
they are the prime beneficiaries of 
the fruits from toot and plunder, as 
well as the coercive power the 


gangs place in their hands." 

This is even true of tow-caste 
gangs which are often identified, 
wrongly, with the interests of the 
weaker sections, "Every tow caste 
gang, especially those that were 
able to hold out for a longer time 
are known to have depended on 
the power elite, be they the off- 
spring of former feudal lords, big 
farmers, moneylenderes, govern- 
ment contractors, transport oper- 
ators, political leaders, who may 
often combine more than one of 
such roles. The gangs essential' 
serve the interest of these ele-— ' 
ments, which is the other power- 
ful prop for survival....' 

The dacoit gangs force the 
poor to give shelter and food, 
apart from Inflicting other 
humiliations on them. The 
police Is afraid to touch the real 
criminals who sustain the daco- 
its but It can easily play havoc 
with the unprotected poor 
people of these villages, and 
also arrest some of them, or 
even kill them, to be able to 
show In their records that the 
anti-dacolty efforts have 
brought results. As this study 
says: 

"The situation is aplty desc j>d 
by the affected people as oi.l 
being grinded between two mill- ' 
stones, that is, the dacoit-gangs 
and police. That is what keeps the 
dacoity gangs going despite occa- 
sional mauling by the police by 
pushing more and more people 
into (the gangs)." Further, jn those 
villages where the poor are show- 
ing some signs of asserting their 
rights or opposing their exploita- 
tion, their exploiters in collusion 
with the police can get them 
arrested by the police in the name 
of action against the helpers or 
harbourers of dacoits. All these 
Continued on page IQ 
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The Khalsa 


of our divided, selfish, even inhu- 
man power-hungry and self-loving 
so called leaders, is directly in 
reverse proportion to the purity 
and perfection enjoined on the 
Khalsa created by Guru Gobind 
Singh. We are, therefore, taken 
aback as much by our own 
degeneration as by external 
threats and influences. I have 
been saying ever since our trou- 
bles began with or without Bhin- 
drawale that our greatest source 
of strength, even in social relation- 
ship with others as also legitimate 
political aspirations, is strict adher- 
ence to the code of conduct which 
was bequeathed to us. I have no 
doubt that the present times are 
-as in the past - ephemeral fea- 
tures of our determined, dignified, 
^ lumanitarian and self-respecting 
^existence and WE SHALL 
OVERCOME. The aberrations 
that we see from some quarters in 
the misguided belief that wrong- 
doing as a result of wrongs done 
to us is genuinely the Sikh doc- 
trine, are bound to occur in the 
face of comic rulers who do not 
know how to rule. Khalsa never 
surrenders to brute force, Khalsa 
responds to love, Khalsa never tyr- 
ranises, Khalsa always protects 
the weak. Only if the rulers knew 
that the unity and integrity of the 
country if strengthened NOT by 
declarations but by sacrifices and 
ideals of unity of Mankind. 

But we help the rulers in their 
myopic vision. The attachment of 
ljfT present coteries of Central 
/Establishment is to Power and 
they have lost imerest in creating 
an Indianness on humanitarian 
terms. The right and duty of the 
Khalsa is to show them the path, 
not by acting in the same short- 
sighted manner, but in continuing 
to project the concept of Univer- 
sal Man in the Khalsa in spite of 
odds. The way civilized life has 
been given good-bye and the way 
Nov. 1984 criminals wander about 
unpunished are the surest ways of 
putting nails in the coffins of good 
government. The framework that 
Guru Gobind Singh offered to the 
Khalsa in 1 699 was a concept of 
LOVE-oriented kingdom. RAAJ 
KAREGA KHALSA (The Khalsa 
shall rule) is no ordinary mundane 
concept. This is the highest form 
of equality, fraternity and liberty for 
every individual when a Man of 
Guru Gobind Singh’s concept by 
his daily conduct begins to rule the 
hearts of others. 

Bhaktl and Shakti 


T he mixing of bhakti and 
shakti symbolised by Kir- 
pan and Maala producing 
saint-woldiers in the Khalsa is not 
a vain attempt. I am amazed that 
over this long present period of 
travail and tribulation that the 


Continued from page 5 

Sikhs are going through, not one 
Sikh has come out in the form of 
A HERO to conquer the Evil that 
Sikhs the Punjab and the Punnja- 
bis, to crush the hatred that gov- 
erns the actions of the youth or the 
ruling clique. And yet, it is the 
Khalsa determination not to let all 
its education slip away, that inter- 
communal blood-bath has been 
averted. 

Universal Man trying to reach 
perfection does not do injustice 
and never tolerates injustice. If 
aberrations are aberrations, 
explanations are galore. Crime 
flourishes when criminals are left 
unpunished, but when a systema- 
tic attempt is made to insult a 
community by destroying its seat 
of the highst moral strength, its 
members butchered throughout 
the country, perpetrators of mas- 
sacres rewarded and operation 
cover-up launched, when prose- 
cuted, there is bound to be a noise 
of sane and insane hysteria. And, 
more likely, the insane reaction will 
drown the saner counsels. Indeed, 
it is time to ponder whether AK- 
47 Assault rifle, sten-gun or other 
explosives are more powerful than 
the relentless truthful, prinicpled 
struggle of our Gurus for the dig- 
nity of Man. 

It Is time also for the Nation to 
ponder. Would K allow the 
present rulers to evade respon- 
sibility of bringing the Nation 
Into the present chaotic situa- 
tion? Akalls have made a mess 
by not adhering to the path of 
the Guru but the Central Gov- 
ernment apart from hoodwink- 
ing, political chicanery and 
continuing blackmail coupled 
with partisan role In preference 
to national Interests, has com- 
pletely misjudged the situation. 
Our entire history Is there to 
stress that those born out of 
death on Balsakhl day In 1699 
were not born to forget Injusti- 
ces. Indeed they will forgive 
-and they have been forgiving 
-but our ardass Is witness to the 
rememberance of those who fell 
In upholding the dignity of 
Righteousness and Self- 
respect, even when Sikh heads 
had a price, the children of 
mothers were killed In their 
presence and their limbs thrust 
Into the mother’s mouths. And, 
the rulers must remember that 
In November 1984 Sikhs and 
non-Sikhs saw these horren- 
dous occurrences In another 
form in an organised gondalsm 
organised by Government and 
until now left unpunished again 
by Government. 

Need to Receive 

L et the Khalsa concept 
come alive again. Let there 
be no innocent killings of 


Sikhs or non-Sikhs from the hurt 
Sikh youth and let there be a 
recess in Govt, follies. Indeed the 
Khalsa will never forget the brave 
Hindu and Muslim citizens of 
repute who stood by them in Nov. 
84 even at the cost of their own 
lives. The country and its people 
are sound but the Government is 
not. Will the Khalsa not go back to 
the feet of Guru Gobind Singh on 

Continued from page 14 


this year’s Baisakhi, re-learn the 
message of Love and Univerality 
as also the dignity of human life 
and rule the hearts of people by 
their own conduct? 

The concept of Guru Gobind 
Singh in setting up Khalsa has 
remained untarnished and will 
remain so. We, the external 
adherents, will have to go through 


Dacoity Problem 


"Dacoity in its institutional form is essentially 
an instrument of class repression rather than 
being simply an agency of criminal accumulation 
through loot and plunder. It is a regular means of 
exerting structural violence for holding down the 
underdogs. It is very much part of the politics of 
’teaching lessons’ and of taking the guts out of 
the few assertive elements that raise their heads 
from the ranks of the oppressed people." 


Sikhs and non-Sikhs saw these horrendous 
occurrences in another form in an organised gon- 
daism organised by Government and until now left 
unpunished again by Government. 


possibilities were fully exploited in 
the course of the anti-dacoity drive 
in 1979-82, the period of this 
study, specially though the mech- 
anism of 'encounter killings.’ 

Planned Killings 

A team of the Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh Sarvodaya 
Mandels concluded after investi- 
gating encounters in Jhansi Dis- 
trict, "After extensive tour of Jhansi 
district where the police claims to 
have killed five bad characters as 
a result of four successful 
encounters recently, the team 
found that none of these were 
encounters and all the five per- 
sons were picked up and killed by 
the police unlawfully in a planned 
manner and later on displayed as 
killed in encounter." 

The same trend soon caught on 
, in Banda district too. 

In Uttar Pradesh an all-out daco- 
ity eradication (or dasyu unmoo- 
lan) operation was launched in 
February 1981. In October 1981 
eleven districts were declared as 
'dacoity affected' areas and an 
ordinance was promulgated 
arming the police with special 
powers and drastically curtailing 
certain legal rights of the citizens. 

At the state level 228 persons 
were killed in just inside one month 
from November 24 to December 
24, 1981. 

In Banda district according to 
official figures, 145 persons were 
killed in encounters in about three 
and a half years (1979-82). 

When there was such a big 
hurry to increase the number of 
'encounters', it is not surprising 
that even proper records were not 
kept. In the course of his investi- 
gation, Prof. Juyal was to realise 
that "The number of deaths do not 
tally with the aggregate figures 
given. The identification details are 
given in a slipshod manner. The 
files/registers purporting to contain 


information of similar items, and 
'returns’/reports submitted to 
higher authorities from time tc time 
don’t tally with each other. The 
police has not in some cases, 
cared even to identify who the 
unfortunate victim of an encounter 
was, after more than two years or 
so." 

Still, on the basis of the infor- 
mation that he could collect about 
nearly 300 encounters, Prof. Juyal 
learnt that - 

( 1 ) In all the 300 or so encounters 
there were just four; one in a year, 
in which there were many casu- 
alties suffered by the police. 

(2) The description of the 
encounter as entered in rosters fol- 
lows a very set pattern. 

(3) In each police station boundary 
there were one or two spots at 
which most of the encounters took 
place. 

(4) A large majority of the victims 
were some non-descript persons 
even according to the crime 
records of the police. 

(5) All these facts indicated that 
these 'fake encounters’ were in 
most cases straigthforward kil- 
lings. 

Further, "barring some 8 high 
caste’ 1)whatever their economic 
position) victims, all the rest 
belonged to the traditionally 
oppressed peasant communities. 
The tally of the victims is led by the 


fire again to live upto his ideals so 
that never have to ask for favours 
from a dishonest government. 
With God in their own hearts, ser- 
vice and sacrifice as their pursuits, 
Khalsa shall indeed rule the world, 
not in palaces but in the spread of 
justice, fearlessness, humanity 
and self-respect. No one will 
frighten the Khalsa and the Khalsa 
will frighten no one’. 


chamar-harijans (50 persons) and 
nearly 80 per cent of the victims 
belong to the low peasant groups 
like them." 

Sukhdeo Badhai and Budhwa 
Kewat are claimed to have been 
killed in a police encounter led by 
the S.O. of Jaspura outpost of Pai- 
lani P.S. Inquiries in the area 
revealed that these two persons 
were involved in a dispute over 
forcible harvesting of crop, from 
the land allotted to them under the 
government’s land distribution 
programme, by the elected prad- 
han of the village. 

Class Consciousness 

Bhola Chamar was an ordinary 
agricultural labourer, probably a bit 
more aware than the common run 
of workers of his class. But he had 
no criminal record. He was forced 
to leave his ancestral village (Jari) 
because he had refused to work 
for a Thakur landlord. He went to 
live in village Mohanpur under 
Mataund P.S. After some time one 
day, he was picked up by the 
police for no known offence and 
beaten to pulp. Hardly two or three 
days arter this thrashing by the 
police, he suddenly disappeared 
and soon came the news that 
Bhola chamar had been killed by 
police in an encounter. A foreign 
made gun was reported to have 
been recovered from him by the 
police. This imparted further myst- 
ery to the case. 

In general it was also found that 
“the villages of chamar victims of 
the encounters had experienced a 
certain degrr } of political mobili- 
zation in thr past. This was pri- 
marily on r ss issues, and the 
roots of the mflicts are still there." 

Lastly "even while deadly 
'encouterning' by the police of the 
alleged dacoits was going on full 
blast. The dacoits were also going 
on merrily about their work. The 
incidence of dacoity hardly dimin- 
ished. It is no less interesting that 
the very police station areas which 
were turning out higher number of 
encounter killings, were also 
churning out higher incidence of 
dacoity." 
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THERE is not even a twig or stone 
to mark the place in Sahri where 
terrorists massacred 40 men, 
women and children early this 
month. Too many feet - and 
wheels of jeeps - have rubbed off 
the stairls of blood, and even the 
walls of the dera (inn), once bes- 
meared with blood, have been 
washed almost clean by the rain. 

But the villagers will never be 
able to forget what happened that 
day in the midst of Holi revelry, 
when some strangers pointed 
guns at them and asked the Sikhs 
among them to move away from 
the gathering. And all Indians 
should never forget that not a 
single Sikh accepted the offer to 
safety, that they stayed together 
as a community, both Hindus and 
Sikhs, as they have always done 
through the centuries. 

Bravest 

Of the 40 mowed down by the 
gunnmen, 13 were Sikhs, the 
bravest among them was Nirmal 
Singh, an inspector of Central 
Reserve Police Force on leave, 
who moved through the gathering 
to tell the threatened people to lie 
on the ground so as to offer less 
easy targets to the assassins, and 
that cost him his life. 

Sahri, near Hoshiarpur, is a poor 
village where both Sikhs and 
Hindus eke out an existence. They 
are simple, ordinary fok; they have 
never divided themselves into 
Hindus and Sikhs. This is true of 
the rest of the people in the Punjab 
countryside as well; the two com- 
munities have all along lived as 
one, as the warp and woof of a 
woven cloth. 

Despite the indisciminate vio- 
lence that has afflicted the State 
since 1983, there has not been a 
single instance of communal riot- 
ing between the Hindus and the 
Sikhs. Togetherness like what was 
witnessed in Sahri, both in life and 
death, is the ethos of punjab, and 
it is this which has helped it sur- 
vive. 

What is strange is the general 
impression in the rest of the coun- 
try that the Sikhs are killing the 
Hindus. Even factually it is not cor- 
rect; in the past one year, the cas- 
ualty rate of terrorist killings is 
higher among the Sikhs than 
Hindus - 60 per cent against 40 
per cent. True, the terroists are 
Sikhs, but it does not make the 
Sikhs terrorists, the belief that is 
sought to be spread. 

Terrorists’ aim 

I wonder who is more respons- 
ible for besmearing the image of 
the Sikhs; the terrorists or the 
media, particularly television and 
radio. The terrorists' aim is clear; 
they want the Hindus to hate the 
Sikhs all over the country, so that 
the latter would be driven to 
Punjab and push out the Hindus 
from there. But the media’s pur- 
pose is not understandable 
because it should be conscious of 
the repercussion that the spread 
of anti-Sikh feeling would have. 


Beyond the body count 


liamentthat Parkash Singh Badal 
and Surjit Singh Barnala had 
become irrelevant. Is Buta Singh 
relevant? They at least won their 
Assembly seats; done even that 
had to go to a "safe" constituency 
in Rajasthan to win a Lok Sabha 
seat. And even of Badal and Bar- 
nala or, for that mater, the Akalis, 
are not relevant in the present sit- 
uation, who reduced them to that 
status? 

It was unfortunate that Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi preferred a military 
solutibn to the problem which 
before the Bhindranwale factor 


authoritarian regime through the 
emergency. The Bhindranwale 
family has been helped to rise like 
the phoenix. Jasbir Singh, the new 
AkalTakht chief, is Bhindranwale's 
nephew; Joginder Singh, the 
United Akali Dal president, in 
Bhindranwale's father, and Gurjit 
Singh, chief of the All India Sikh 
Students Federation, is Joginder 
Singh’s grand son-in-law. 

Who’s relevant? 

Buta Singh, who has never for- 
given the Akalis for not giving him 
any importance, has said in Par- 
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was introduced, was limited to 
demands like merger of Chandi- 
garh, adequate share of river 
water and transfer of more sub- 
jects to the State. But no Rajiv 
Gandhi has naively pushed the 
pendulum to the other extreme. 

There is no harm talking to the 
militants but it should not have 
been by stabbing the moderates in 
the back, if Rajiv Gandhi did not 
have the courage - and support - 
to implement his accord with the 
late Sant Harchand Singh Lon- 
gowal, How would he be able to 


meet the militants demand, even 
though Khalistan is ruled out? 

The emergency powers with 
which the Government has armed 
itself probably provide a peep into 
Rajiv Gandhi’s thinking. He reali- 
ses that he will not be able to 
reach a settlement with the mili- 
tants and even if a few groups 
were to come round, there would 
be others staying out. And so the 
State would be entrusted to jungle 
law, which is what the emergency 
represents, without any man 
having even the right to live, as 
was explained by Attorney Gen- 
eral Niran Dei when a habeas 
corpus case was being heard in 
the Supreme Court during the 
emergency. 

Continued on page 12 


I wish that Sahri example of 
Sikhs standing together with 
Hindus and choosing to die with 
them had been highlighted in the 
media. I saw brief accounts of this 
in a few newspapers; even these 
were tucked inside, not on the 
front page. In any other free coun- 
try, television would have rec- 
reated this saga of bravery and 
sacrifice, but Doordarshann, stuck 
in the more of officialdom, did not. 


T&tld 


& 


redefines colour excellence... 


CDC 


scs 


For Doordarshan and All India 
Radio, as also, strangely, most of 
the newspapers, the tragedy of 
Punjab is a tale of statistics. We 
get the daily body count, and 
rarely do we get much more than 
that. It has become like the report- 
ing of accidents - so many killed, 
so many injured. 

Slachen hero 

A few weeks ago, the media 
committed a similar mistake when 
it failed to highlight the valour of 
Bana Singh, the hero of Siachen 
glacier. He was awarded the 
Param Vir Chakra, the highest 
decoration for bravery. Though a 
couple of journalists did take the 
trouble of meeting him in the vil- 
lage near Amritsar - he said in 
reply to a question that it was "love 
for my motherland" that made him 
risk his life - except for one or two 
newspapers, none gave detalis of 
his life, his family, his views. As for 
Doodarshan, it has time to focus 
only on Congress(l) "heroes". 

The "Punjab problem" is not the 
creation of the Sikhs. It is the crea- 
tion of those, including some 
Sikhs, who took on all communi- 
ties as political pawns. Among 
them the Government, which, 
while taking the Punjabi Hindus for 
granted, has either wooed or 
fought the Akali Dal, the party that 
has always had support of most of 
the Sikhs. The Government first 
encouraged the pro-Bhindranwale 
cult to oppose the Akalis, then 
fought it to help them regain the 
ground, and now has agains sup- 
ported the cult to marginalise 
them. 

Between Home Minister Buta 
Singh and ex-pilot Satish Sharma, 
Rajiv Gandhi’s adviser on Punjab, 
the State has been reduced to two 
options: either militants' rule or an 
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